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Your Committee 

President:  Bruce Speed :  01943 862273  brucespeed@waitrose.com 

Chairman:  Rob Claxton-Ingham: 01943 468353  rob@leecottage.com 

Secretary:   Anne Jones:  01943 863760   anne@birchgarth.co.uk 

Treasurer:   Sue Hobson :  07714702920  sue@prospool.co.uk 

Membership and Education: Jill Campbell  01274 569238   airedale@uwclub.net 

General members:  Toni Killingray,  Laurence Truman, Sophie van Berckel, Bob McLaughlin 

and Matt Mason  
Special responsibilities 

Course organisers Jill Campbell  

Chris Smith  

01274 569238 airedale@uwclub.net 

Equipment co-ordinator Sophie van Berckel 01943 609402 

Or text 

sophievb@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Website and Library  Laurence Truman   

 

01943 875665 wbka_librarian@wharfedalebka.org.uk  

Combings Editors Toni Killingray 

Rhona Finlayson 

01943 865749 

01943 875665 

stonib@googlemail.com 

rhonacombings@gmail.com 

Swarm co-ordinator Geoff Halsall 01943 608652 liz-geoff@talktalk.net  

Deputy swarm  

co-ordinator 

Bob Hodgson 01943 839857 hodbob@hotmail.co.uk 

Fishers Field Apiary 

Manager 

 

Andrew Hinchcliffe 

01943 601347 andrewhinchcliffe@hotmail.com 

Otley Apiary  Manager Jenny Liston 07748 577055 jenny@greenroyd.org.uk 

WBKA Apiary Sites  

If any member would like to make use of the WBKA apiary sites please contact the apiary 

managers (see above) for further details. 

 

National Bee Unit Regional Bee Inspector for 2017  

Ivor Flatman  contact 01924 252795 or 07775 119436, email vor.flatman@apha.gsi.gov.uk 

The bee inspectorate, part of the National Bee Unit, is no longer with Fera but is part of the Animal 

and Plant Health Agency. 

Combings 

Combings is the newsletter of the Wharfedale Beekeepers Association and the views expressed are 

not necessarily those of the Association or editors. Combings is usually published three times a 

year, in April/May, September and December. Contributions from members are always welcome 

and should be sent to the editors.  

mailto:rob@leecottage.com
mailto:wbkalibrary@gmail.com
mailto:andrewhinchcliffe@hotmail.com
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A Thank You to Anne Jones 

At the AGM we thanked our Chairman for the past three years, Anne Jones, for all her work but I 

want to take this opportunity to reiterate our thanks through the medium of Combings on behalf of 

all the membership. Anne agreed to take on the role at a time of change, when the Committee 

decided to terminate the lease at Tarn Moor, the regional groups were finding their feet and 

experienced officers were leaving the Committee. It was a difficult period and Anne has provided 

the clear thinking and leadership that we needed during those years, whilst coping with a very trying 

time in her own life, and latterly also combining the roles of Secretary and Chairman. 

We now welcome Rob Claxton-Ingham to the Chair, who will be well supported by Anne, as 

Secretary, and following additions to the committee that incorporate active regional representatives 

and effective support for all functions that I am confident will ensure a strong Association for the 

foreseeable future. This strength is the result of Anne’s careful and thoughtful stewardship and on 

your behalf I offer sincere thanks and welcome her appointment as Hon. Secretary of the 

Association.  

Bruce Speed, Hon. President 

Editorial 

I have been beekeeping for five years, getting involved was a bit of an accident, I bought a book on 

backyard beekeeping for my partner as a Christmas gift, he never got round to reading it, so I did 

and the bug bit. I was privileged to be taught by Wharfedale’s three wise men, Geoff Halsall, Brian 

Spence and Peter Longbottom, who collectively had well over a century’s worth of experience in 

apiculture. Their sharing of their experience and wisdom led me to initially have one colony, then 

get into swarm collecting, and then somehow I began offering support to other new beekeepers. It’s 

odd really because I’m a blagger at heart, and I generally go with my instincts. 

I am not highly skilled in bee keeping, I bumble along, make mistakes frequently, but I have learnt 

to trust the bees, and largely they do a good job in the homes that I give them. My understanding of 

the craft of beekeeping has been massively helped by being able to attend our local group, the 

informality of the meetings has helped me to be able to explore questions and dilemmas with others 

who have had similar issues. 

I came on to the committee about three years ago largely because of my support for the local groups, 

the MOB in particular. This was a time of transition and change for WBKA, sensitively and well 

managed by Anne Jones, our previous chairperson whose term of service came to an end at the 

AGM 2016. I was told by a committee member in the summer how pleased she was that I was 

willing to be chairperson, which came as a surprise as I hadn’t even considered it! Unfortunately no 

one else came forward so I agreed to let my name go forward. As a chairperson there is an 

expectation of vision and leadership, my hope is that Wharfedale Beekeepers Association is a 

responsive and supportive organisation that supports and promotes beekeeping in the area, and 

informs the public on the needs of the honey bee. Like the bee, by working together we are able to 

work more effectively, so I see the community of beekeepers, you the members, as central to our 

organisation. 

We have a skilled group of members on the committee, who give their time freely to support the 

organisation with education, finances, Combings, membership, website etc. It is right that peoples’ 

terms of service are limited, and that new people take on roles in turn, we urge you to think about 

what you could offer. And with that in mind I have become chair,  you have a self confessed blagger 

as chairperson of your organisation, I urge you to get involved where you can to keep things in 

order! 

Rob Claxton-Ingham 
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The Asian Hornet  

The Asian hornet is now common in Europe after being accidentally introduced to France in a 

shipment of pottery from China. This summer it was discovered in the Channel Islands for the first 

time. The species poses a risk to native honey bees. 

The first confirmed sighting in the UK of the Asian Hornet was in Tetbury, Gloucestershire in 

September. A nest was found and treated with pesticide to destroyed it. Second and third UK 

sighting were confirmed in Somerset. Recently Defra have confirmed that 2 individual Asian 

hornets were found and destroyed after the sighting in Somerset and that no nests were found. 

Nicola Spence, the Defra Deputy Director for Plant and Bee Health said: "We remain vigilant across 

the country, working closely with the National Bee Unit and their nationwide network of bee 

inspectors”. 

The National Bee Unit, Beebase encourages all beekeepers to monitor for arrival of the Asian hornet 

throughout the UK, but especially in areas where likelihood of arrival is considered to be highest 

(south and south east England). Some helpful tips and advice on how to make your own trap can be 

found on their website. MOB/COW Group are going to hold a trap making workshop led by John 

Forsyth on 28th January 2017. 
Information from beekeepers in France shows that nest numbers are significantly reduced in areas 

where traps are deployed in springtime. Should the Asian hornets become established in the UK, 

springtime trapping will thus be a very useful management tool. When hanging out traps, please 

remember that it is important that damage to native wasps, hornets and any other insects is kept to 

an absolute minimum. Traps design should allow for native insects to escape and traps need to be 

very regularly checked to facilitate their escape. 

 Rhona Finlayson 

 

Identifying an Asian hornet  - What to look out for 

 

Asian Hornets Queens are up to 3cm long, 

workers 2.5cm making them slightly 

smaller than the native European Hornet 

and much larger than a honey bee.  

 

The Asian hornet only flies during the 

day, unlike the European hornet 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-gloucestershire-37421846
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Honey Show, AGM and Social Evening 2016 

‘Read the instructions’!! - These were wise words from our inestimable show judge Ivor 

Flatman.  

Oh Ivor, if only I had! Having recovered from the chagrin of following the instructions to 

‘prepare a comb of honey for extraction’ by meticulously uncapping a perfect (oh yes it was 

Peter!) frame of honey ….. ‘just as well it was heather honey’ (more wise words from Clifford) 

….. I was ready for a drink! 

We gathered at the Ilkley Rugby Club for the annual Wharfedale honey show and AGM, both a 

new venue and a new format. I think both worked well and that seemed to be the general buzz at 

the very well attended function.  

There were lots of positive points —  

 Accessible venue for most members 

 Very congenial environment – less formal than previous years which I think meant easier 

mixing of company. My non-beekeeper husband enjoyed it and met lots of new people 

 Very nice and extremely good value for money meal – even the veggie option was most 

acceptable  Lovely staff on the bar and serving food 

 The room for the honey show worked well 

 Good idea slicing up the show honey cakes for pudding  

 Good concise AGM — well done El Presidento and committee members 

 Perhaps the brevity of proceedings did truncate the evening somewhat. I was tucked up 

in bed with my cocoa by 10pm and I did overhear a little disappointment about a lack of 

speaker for the evening but overall I’d be happy for a repeat performance next year. 

 The biggest disappointment for my companion of the evening was a lack of honey cake 

with his cocoa, because, indeed dear reader …….it had been awarded First in its class 

and had been consumed to the last crumb! Something to compensate for the other 

foolishness! 

So big thanks should go to Toni and Anne for organising the event and to Ray and Gina for 

sorting out the honey show on the day and of course to Ivor Flatman for his judging skills and 

wise and kindly words. 

Jenny Liston 

 

Next year WBKA are going to continue the event in this format at the Rugby Club with the date 

for 2017 to be confirmed 

If you think you see an Asian Hornet take a picture and email it with details of where you saw it 

and your contact information to alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk. If it is safe to do so, you can send in 

a sample to the National Bee Unit for examination to confirm identity.  

However, do not  under any circumstances disturb or provoke an active hornets’ nest. 

For more information and help with identification of Asian hornets visit the Non-native Species 

Secretariate website at www.nonnativespecies.org//alerts/index.cfm?id=4 

mailto:alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/index.cfm?pageid=208
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/alerts/index.cfm?id=4
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Matt Mason showing off the Geoff Halsall Trophy at the local 

group meeting in the Woolly Sheep after the  

NOW/WOW, Groups’ success at this years’ honey show 

Honey Show Results 2016 

Wharfedale Cup 2016                                                           Halsall Trophy 2016 

1st Peter Longbottom             17 points 

2nd Raymond Clarkson            7 points 

Joint 3rd David Bullock           5 points 

Joint 3rd Katharine Cheney     5 points 

Winner: NOW/WOW with 35 entries gaining 

221 points from10x1st places, 8x2nd places, 6x3rd 

places 

MOB/COW, 23 entries  gaining 113 points from 

3x1st places, 5x2nd places, 5x3rd places 

Class 1: Light honey 

1st Simon Halliwell 

2nd Paul Millard 

3rd Philip Johnson 

Class 2: Medium honey 

1st Peter Longbottom 

2nd Paul Millard 

3rd Sophie van Berkel 

Class 3: Dark honey -No 

Class 4: Set honey 

1st Peter Longbottom 

2nd Linda Beattie 

3rd Andrew Hinchcliffe 

Class 5: Heather honey 

1st David Bullock 

2nd Raymond Clarkson 

3rd Christine Pickard 

Class 6: Frame of honey 

1st Peter Longbottom 

2nd Raymond Clarkson 

3rd not awarded 

Class 7: Cut comb 

1st Peter Longbottom 

2nd Jenny Liston 

3rd Paul Millard 
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Class 8: Jar for sale 

1st Philip Johnson * Best in 

Show 

2nd Simon Halliwell 

3rd Peter Longbottom 

Class 9: Wax block 

1st Raymond Clarkson 

2nd Christine Pickard 

3rd Peter Longbottom 

Class 10: Wax exhibit 

1st Katharine Cheney 

2nd Jenny Liston 

3rd Peter Longbottom 

 

Class 11: Wax candles 

1st Peter Longbottom 

2nd Katharine Cheney 

3rd not awarded 

Class 12: Novice 

1st Philip Johnson 

2nd David Bullock 

Class 14: Photograph 

1st Sophie van Berkel 

2nd Peter Longbottom 

3rd Simon Halliwell 

Class 15: Cake 

1st Jenny Liston 

2nd Simon Halliwell 

3rd Sophie van Berkel 

Winning Experience at the Honey Show 2016 

I’ve been a beekeeper along with my wife Rhoda, for about 5 years, so still very much a novice. 

I’d only ever entered the honey show once in that time with two entries; a photograph and a jar of 

‘honey for sale’. Each failed to place and I wasn’t surprised seeing the quality exhibits from our 

society’s ‘venerable elders’. 

I didn’t try again, thinking ‘no chance’ and it also saved me the bother of preparation, 

transportation, presentation and, um, humiliation, until this year. Why enter now? I put it down to 

my membership of another village society that has two competitive shows a year, where members 

are always encouraged to enter and no one ever feels humiliated by not winning a certificate but 

joins in the fun of friendly competition and banter. So I decided to use this approach with the 

honey show. 

Choosing what to enter was relatively simple for me. I had just one jar of my spring honey left. 

This was from a batch that is sold in a local shop and the feedback I was receiving was that the 

customers had never seen such a light honey. So with only the one jar, and it being already 

labelled for sale, the answer was simple. 
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Now as a novice (thus not knowing any better) and with my apiary in my rear garden, almost 1,000 

feet above sea-level, I find myself extracting summer honey in October and this year was no 

different. All my honey, spring (if available) and summer is extracted using an electric, 9 frame 

radial extractor. Our bees not only forage the 27 acres of natural hay/wild flower meadows 

surrounding our house but also the multitude of chestnuts, willows, cherries, sycamores, lindens etc 

and the heather on the moors, about a quarter mile, as the bee flies, behind our house. 

The summer honey is therefore a mix of all these and my wife and I just scrape the honey from the 

heather frames (that didn’t spin out) into the mix and all the honey is pass through a 500 micron 

mesh then a 200 micron mesh, allowed to ‘settle’ (?) in plastic buckets in a Heath Robinson honey 

warmer and then bottled off. Oh to have the patience to re-filter with much finer mesh but patience is 

not my forte and time was against me anyway. 

I entered the ‘Novice Class’ with my summer honey (and won) and the ‘For Sale’ class with the 

spring honey and won. I was totally flabbergasted with the Best in Show award.  

I have no idea what the bees fed upon to create the winning honey. The spring honey was extracted in 

June so flowers such as crocus, snowdrops hyacinths etc were in abundance, as were some of the 

very early flowering wild flowers in the meadow. Plenty of trees were blossoming but the honey 

appears too light for tree-flowers to have been a big influence, so I really can’t shed any light on why 

the honey was so light. 

As for the show itself, it will only survive as long as the current exhibitors continue to exhibit but it 

will only thrive if more members decided to take a chance and enter into the fun of it. 

Philip Johnson 

My Honey Cake Disaster 
I was about to start to make my honey cake for the show this year and found that I was out of self 

raising flour. So, flour purchased and recipe started. First egg cracked - it was a double yolker, 

which gave me the dilemma, does the recipe need another egg or will one egg white do? Decided  

no, better not risk it, so crack the second egg, can you believe it, another double yolker. So now 

there's four yolks in the bowl instead of two! 

The oven temperature must be wrong, it's burning on the outside and not cooked in the middle. So 

cover it with foil to stop further burning. Oh no, the telephone is ringing…....cake soon forgotten! 

After that its definitely no longer a contestant in the Honey Show, but maybe it can go to the show 

for eating afterwards if they are really short of desserts. 

A friend takes the cake in its container out of the car at the Rugby Club, promptly drops it and it 

rolls along the ground in the car park. Two second rule, it's not broken, it just bounced! 

It was a good job so many other cakes made it more successfully to the Show and were very 

rapidly consumed after the judging. 

This little anecdote is a foreword before announcing there will be a change to the  honey cake 

recipe next year.  

A new, and hopefully more successful recipe to follow in next years Combings! 
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 Natural firelighters 
After my first two years of beekeeping I had collected a sizeable bag of scrap wax and discarded 

old combs. It all looked very unappealing and in December there wasn’t enough sunshine to use 

the solar extractor. I had a go at making firelighters as I like to recycle. I collected pine cones 

(which I have also used in my smoker) from around 

my apiary, and dried them out in the summer sun.  

I started by melting the wax in a glass bowl over a pan 

of water.  

 

 

 

 

At this point I added all the odd ends of old 

candles that I could find around the house (tea 

lights, fragranced candles, household candles) 

into the melting mix.  I bought some candle 

wicks and cheap bun cases and set them out in 

a bun tray.  

The final step was to pour the wax into the bun 

cases.  

  

I half-filled the bun cases, and placed a short 

wick from the centre of the wax to the edge of 

the bun case.  

Whilst the wax was still warm and liquid I 

placed a (dried and now opened) pine cone 

firmly in the centre of the wax disc and gently 

pressed  it into the wax and then left them to 

set.  

  

 

 

I wrapped a few in cellophane and gave them away as festive gifts. One firelighter with a little pile 

of kindling works a treat and I get a lovely fragrance as it burns. 
Sophie Van Berkel  
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Treatment-free Beekeeping 

At a recent MOB/Cow Local Group meeting one of the group asked about treatment-free 

beekeeping, specifically “how does it work” and “won’t my bees all die if I stop treating?” after the 

meeting it was suggested that we have a short piece on the subject for Combings. 

Worldwide, treatment-free beekeeping is gradually increasing (indeed in many poorer countries, 

beekeepers have never treated). There is a very active Facebook group with nearly 12,500 members 

(https://www.facebook.com/groups/treatmentfreebeekeepers/) and in the UK there is the UK 

Treatment Free group (http://treatmentfreebeekeepers.co.uk/). Also this year we’ve seen the 

publication of the first edition of The International Journal for Bee-Centered Beekeeping and the 

recent article in BBKA News (Hudson & Hudson “Varroa has lost its sting” Dec 2016) which 

discusses the results of this approach amongst beekeepers in Wales. 

It’s clear that going treatment-free can result in increased losses in the first few years, however in 

areas where groups have worked together they have been able to support each other with new bees, 

mitigating the losses and spreading the stronger genes of the surviving colonies. 

By way of a brief summary of the practice, I’ve taken the following from the home page of the UK 

Treatment Free Beekeepers web site (many thanks to Mike Cox for his permission to use it here). 

[All links will be posted on the Links page of the WBKA web site.] 

Laurence Truman 

What is treatment free beekeeping? 

Over the past few years evidence has been mounting that the conventional ways of managing hives, 

in particular chemical treatments attempting to control varroa mites, have not been working. Mites 

rapidly develop resistances to the drugs being used, and hives still die anyway. The chemicals being 

used have been shown to directly weaken the bees themselves and until recently there was no end in 

sight for the treadmill of treatments. 

On the other hand, some beekeepers have not treated their bees and over a number of years their 

bees have developed tolerances to the mites and the diseases they carry. The traits that confer 

resistance already exist in the bee population, but by artificially supporting weak hives with 

miticides natural selection has not had a chance to do its work. When beekeepers cease treating they 

often find that, after heavy losses in the first few years, their losses stabilise to comparable or better 

than those experienced by people who have continued treatments. 

These traits are usually behavioural, but are controlled by the genetics of the bees. With the right 

approach we can exploit this in our beekeeping to raise fitter and stronger bees. 

At its core treatment free beekeepers let weak hives die and breed from the strongest colonies. 

The loss of colonies is seen as a good thing, as it removes weaker genes from the gene pool and 

takes us a step closer to truly tolerant honey bees. We can let nature decide, or we can speed up the 

process by deliberately selecting and breeding from hives with the traits we want. 

The ultimate goal is to breed for a widespread population of bees that can live in harmony with the 

mites without the need for treatments. The work us treatment free beekeepers are undertaking is 

ultimately going to be of benefit to conventional beekeepers as well. The bees we breed will mate 

and spread their genes through the wider population. 

Mike Cox http://treatmentfreebeekeepers.co.uk 
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WBKA  Local Groups. Support your local group. All are very welcome 

If you want advice and a useful exchange of views and ideas you can do no better than attend 

your local group meetings. These are informal sessions where you can meet experienced bee 

keepers and those who have just started keeping bees for the first time. These are friendly events 

where members support each other; attendance at local shows is organised; monthly reminders 

of what should be happening in the apiaries are discussed and much, much more. Or just go 

enjoy a drink and listen to all those beekeepers coming up with a hundred different solutions to 

one problem! If you would like to join a local group, contact Rob or Janet to be added to the 

email contact lists or just turn up to a meeting. 

 

 MOB  (Menston, Otley, Burley) and COW (Central Wharfedale) 

 Meetings on last Tuesday of the month at the Fleece Pub in Otley at 7.30pm 

Contact  Rob Claxton-Ingham  rob@leecottage.com 

 

WOW (West of Wharfedale)  and NOW, (North of Wharfedale ) 

Meetings on second Tuesday of the month at the Woolly Sheep Pub in Skipton at 7.30pm 

(with the exception of February when the meeting will be on the 7th) 

 Contact Janet Hartley  janethartley@live.co.uk  or Matthew Mason  matt@john-mason.com 

Janet Hartley with her Basic Beekeeping Certificate, one of 4 

members who gained it this year with tutor Chris Smith. 

Congratulations also to Waleed Al-Muhandis, Martin Ellison and 

Richard Duff 

mailto:rob@leecottage.com
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WBKA Diary Dates 

Thursday 16th Feb 2017 at 7.30pm : All members evening at Ilkley Vaults Hotel  

This will be a social meeting with short contributions from members held in the upstairs room at 

Ilkley Vaults Hotel (accessed from outside staircase at the car park entrance). There will be a bar 

serving cold and hot drinks and food. Topics will include:- The Bee Gym – Laurence and Anne, 

Poly v wooden hives – Jenny Liston, Hornet traps – John Forsyth. If any other member is willing 

to make a contribution (5 mins each) on a different topic on the evening please contact Anne Jones. 

March 30th  2017 at 8 pm : Talk at Rendezvous Hotel, Skipton  

by Will Askew “Biopesticides – an alternative to chemical pesticides”  

There will be a bar serving cold and hot drinks and food. 

Biopesticides are forms of pesticide which use micro-organisms or natural products, for example 

using the infections of parasites to control their numbers rather than chemical pesticides, an 

exciting area of development that is financially supported by many of the major agrochemical 

companies. Our speaker, Will Askew, is a Biologist, originally from Otley and now living in 

Harrogate. Following an undergraduate degree at the Newcastle University and a Master’s degree 

at Leeds University, he has been working as a study director for APIS – Applied Insect Science. He 

is also currently completing a part-time PhD with Newcastle University. 

He says “at APIS we specialise in evaluating the environmental safety of Biopesticides. This work 

involves Honeybees and Bumblebees. I’m going to briefly talk about chemical pesticides, using 

Neonicotinoids as an example. This will lead me to talk to you about Biopesticides, our work with 

them and their benefits as an alternative to chemical pesticides. I will also talk about my PhD 

project ‘Biosafety and efficacy of novel Biopesticides’ and work that I’m doing with Bumblebees”. 

Wednesday nights from 1st March to 5th April  :  Beginners Training Course at Skipton 

Auction Mart (BD23 1UD) 

Our next beginners course will run in March and April with the follow-up practical classes in June. 

For more information or to book a place please contact  

Jill Campbell 01274 569238, airedale@uwclub.net 

Saturday 20th May :  Otley Show 

June/July Dates to be arranged by Local Groups : Apiary Visits 

Saturday 19th August :  Gargrave Show 

October/November, Date to be finalised : Honey Show, AGM and Social Evening at Ilkley 

Rugby Club 

This year we have decided to dispense with the membership card containing the Diary Dates which 

we previously issued with this edition of Combings. This was  the consensus when it was discussed 

by the Local Groups. The forthcoming events are printed here and are also available from the 

WBKA website. A PDF download of the membership card with diary dates will also be available 

from the WBKA website making it possible for you to print out your own copy of the card if you 

wish. 

QUEEN COLOUR for 2017 is YELLOW 


