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Editori al

ou wi Il forgive me for feeling the
magazi ne, | wr ot e, as mu c h in hop
I argued that, global warming trend:
f wet summer s, culminating in the
. I, we did have a decent summer ,
of the best, at | east our bees went ir
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, the South has now come through t
e rainsthogps Heewoufladi rlliykenotno be abl
, we should have a dry summer. No w
mm butght, the portents are for a
ainly my col o+8i efsr,anmerse &lalr bsu brbolnig
none in apparent danger of failure

A year ago, I tried to explain to those who
o be an average of 30l bs of honey per work
upers have beenegpnl oya&dll yf ounderme years and th
oxidising). Just supposing 2014 is a <crack
arvest now by ensuring that our spare supe
drop of a hat’

Just occasionally, perhaps one year in 15, t

Longbee
Thank youChamgae of Editor

Anne Jones is now the chairperson of WB K A
Combings. We would Iike to thank her very n
the | ast few years. Fortunately Rhone Finl

extremely grateful
Toni Ki |l

Mi croscope Workshop Day

YBKA wi || be holding a one day workshop on
on Sunday 21st of September at the YBKA pav
del egat es have access t o a mi croscope t
Pl ease contact Wendy Mas!l in, YBKA exam secr
emai | beewendi @gmai |l . com

newsl etter of the Wharfedale

Combings is the
l'y those of the Association| or

not necessar.i

year, in April, September and December. Cont
can be sent to the editors. The next pub] i c:
know about your interesting bee rel ated e
contributions 3 weeks before publication |and
di agrams and photos separately.




WBKA Diary Dates

Saturday 17t hOMbhgy -WBKA wi | | have a stall W
including the virtual hive, bee
for sale. Vol unt eer sl npd heaans eo nc oC

468353 or rob@ eecottage. com

Saturday 22nd7MagmMmdul es and Gener al Hus ban
Christchurch 11kl ey

Saturday 7th 2ppa®BKA | ocal groups Apiary Mee
arranged

Saturday 21st2pmB&ki pt on WBKA Apiary meeti
equi pment sale of any surplus
sel |l it on to others. WBKA as|
Venues, Tal ks, Topics

The committee are very conscious that most
for some of you this can be inconvenient i
particular suggestions for alternative venue

At the moment it is just a few of us who ar
topics and speakers. The | ast meeting on c:
request from members. Therefore we would ap
speaker you would recommend or there is a
f ur thheewre, any ideas for new topicstelrl daféem
member and we will try to incorporate it int

WB K A LOCAL GROUPS

WoW (West of Wharfedal e) and NoW, (Nort|

ContactLoui se Farlnedilse. farnell @ i ve.co. uk
Matt hew Mamadn @nashaon. com

MOB ( Menston, Otl ey, Burley) and CoW (Cen

ContactColin Packsscobbler @ky. com
Rob CHaxgthoenmb @ eecottage. com
Support your | ocal group this seasomwawglharies
your knowledge and is a supportive and frie

that you don’t have the answers to.


mailto:louise.farnell@live.co.uk
mailto:osscobbler@sky.com
mailto:rob@leecottage.com

Otl ey Show Preparations

eparatigonswgaferomhe Otley Show on the 17t

seedlings of plants are being nur

nder f ul forage for b-efecsr gaest wreel I noats, rsaiinsgilr
a, borage, vi pers bugl oss, cal endul ¢

mave been sown in preparation, but mc
ated. Last year the plant stall in p
raiser. The tomato plants donated to tt
opening his coat to reveal l ots of
preparations for the Otley show |l ast ye

The stand had t o vieeeywsrelty uspt atrhte imi
forget about the day long rain...|lu

buzzing with people, enjoying eating RO

which-riehapieded ulectt s omfs. bee

want to help with any contributions,

stand on the day or any ofmghaans ©ins t0d ®ele
rob@ eecottage. com. To make arrangements

sisted

contjaeglti hhbi p@sdampi | . com.
Julie She

Wor king wlohnw@Rkandl er

ably by Janice Fulton, a candl e mal
class in all things beeswax was a
who were privileged to attehWdf tMar s
1 years since John Il ast visited us ¢
d his authoritative presentation bef
ience as experimenter, exhibitor and

perb and memorable evening.

ally wax was the most i mportant -proc
but a very important one for the afg
with wax is a very precise, time corl
there is to be a quality end produ
and the abdominal wax glands which

i pulated by the bees to produce the <charas

basic product we shoul d b6e Itbrsy.i ngf th
1 I b. of wax.

fl ammable and should be treated with

ratel

T ® ® ® X O

a-b avah ewi th an inner glass or stainless ¢
and cause discol oulrdaZt®°iFo)n.) Wax mel t s

rst process is extraction. The best w
y. The easiest method is using a st

ce) WhICh is quick and efficient but
upo the weather and can denature t

t hi rd met hod is to mix the cappings



control-badhwaterg. a stainless steel or gl a

on equi pment but can be rather tedious (JBS

poured into 1 o0oz. plastic moulds and stored

Preparation for candle making or other prod

watbeat h and filtered through brewing grade

Controlling the temperature is vitally i mpo
cooling (e.g. in a t
oven) is advisable.
“There was a wonder ful
candle making and a
Mwax product s, The i m
|sel ection was di scus
course there i s a |
described above but |
a flavour of the craf
and wil |l encourage m
enjoy this valuabl e

John Chandl e Brian Spe

Fulton setti Ik

about beeswa

The 12 Steps towards How to Li

1. Split dead wood into fragments and cut

2. Bandage |l eft thumb

3. Load shavings -intbubettbmsefemmebdded in

4 . Light match

5. Light another match

6. When alight and smoking open hive

7. Close hive and relight

8. Give up on smoker and go into hive with

9. When finished inspection, stuff grass i

10. Pack everything into boot of car

11. Stop car, boot on fire, smoker finally

12. Have a stiff drink

Extractor:- FloampSanh est afirnalnees sr asdtieaell edxt r act

reverse electric motor, to take BS frames o

the machine is mounted on a strainer and se

be fixed to the triangular board, the casto

The settling tank has a | id anMr sbhoSpdiim,g &la4



New research shows honeybee disease
of bumbl ebees

New researchDrcaMat ethi agt FBy st and Professor

Bi ol ogical Sciences at Royal Hol |l oway Uni ve
that two diseases found in honeybees are sy
wild bumbl eb®e Mapuhiaas oRrst expl ained: " Wi
national an&d veelnobtahleisrc acleenst.r al role in pollin
we understand what | ies behind these decline
managed bees, may be an i mportant cause of wi
This study combines | aboratory infection ex

seri ous Apoinse yiheelgd a(ff roggens al so infect Bambubkd
terr)estAnasl ysis of data from 26 different s
virus (DWV) and t heNonsiecnmao sapeoera mla daens ppraeraads i a ned
honeybees and bumbl ebees.

When the research team | ooked at how the dis
the same sites shared genetic strains of DWV.
found in honeybees. Bumblebee infection was |
the study, this suggests the parasites are
Professor Mark Brown explained: "We have kno
honeybees. What our data show is that these
managed fdawmlfleict®etdorhso.neybees can | eave traces

on the flowers that they visit and these may

This work indicates that these diseases ar
popul ations at ri sk of further Apicé$ihey an
protected by the intervention ofhdreekiceesas
management policies to consider threats to v
Foll owing the research, scientists are calli
managed to protect wild bee populations. Pr o

in the UK and gl obcdlllyed chuaomeyhde driasneaagsee ss oo r
only to "hWhielyd etelsey are doing great work, our
that the picture is much more complex. Polici
to wild pollinators and be designed to reduce
but on our wi lWr ibtuitmbg eibbemes$ heog.our nal ‘Natur
should keep their honeybees as free from di
are not just to the honeybees, they are to 't

Source journals Nat ul


http://www.rhul.ac.uk/biologicalsciences/home.aspx
http://www.rhul.ac.uk/biologicalsciences/home.aspx

WBKA Apiary Sites

We have decided to change the names of the
identify the site. As you wild/l be aware, hi
and it may be that the thieves obtained the
of the work that Simon Croker did to estab

Croker’s Croft and the Ben Rhydding apiary
first established an apiary there.
Anne Jon
Association Apiary Site, Fish
The Association has the site with the infor
paid but the site manager(s) will be please
to the farmers at the end of the season. | f
not however, have any wish to be personally
To reduce the risk of t heft or vandal i s m,
publ i c. For the same reasons, the bushes ad

site from the road gate.

Site users are expected to help maintain th
back bushes and trees, and keeping the new

Horses and cattle are sometimes moved al oncg
keep out of si ght tisn tyowrwvowhli tpgpolbkacnd arheg a

When delivering orpaoisectuhlg sopdssobdbf hhoe
up the track to the foot of the access path

When visiting in summerutalfwaysswaeans ahkedéan
bushes above and below the farm track, or i
Geof f Hal

WBKA would | ike you to enrol
Signing up to BeeBase wild windhhdlrarypa dfo ftra
services for beekeepers, to heFprkegpmpbeey
is made for an apiary visit by a fully qual
di sease or pests, and will provide you with
any potenti al problems they may find. Al h
and are keen apiarists themselves. They wil |

absolute minimum and provide you with up t
information about all aspects of beekeeping
regadidisegse andapestheutbdselaks of various r
informati on.

You can sign uphtotnp st:h/e/isre cwerbe .sfietrea.:defra. gov



More Bees Needed

There wildl be the usual demand for bees thi:
and from new members after they complete th
bet ween those “wanting” and those “having”.
Hodgson of any swarms in our area reported
swarm collector, and pass on the next name ¢
Of course many | ocal swar ms wi || be passed
demand from graduates of the Beginners Cour
wants an established nucleus in the second
been supplied by senior members of WBKA, e\
comes at the cost of a reduced honey crop.
nuclei to meet the demand and encourage our
The easiest time to start a nucleus is aft.eé
sever al frames with maturing queen cells an
frame with stores and some yadrdgcheas i loh

(The Association has some nucl eus hives avai

Pl ease register with me if you wil!l be want
can supply either a swarm or a nucl eus.

Geof f Hal sal ll iga®df9fA@t H£I10Bt6HI12k . ne't
Bob Hodgson O0Ohlo9d4b3o b8@h9o8t5nTa.i | . co. uk
PS. Bees are valuable I|livestock and you shc

Geof f Hal

Symbolic Skep

This bee skep, (left)

cooperative buil ding [ .

spotted .by Evan John{ INDUSTRY
cooperative movement i =
Rochdal e Pioneers cho s[RI
symbol of hard work a ¥
c@operation and uni ty.

buil dings around the ¢

of this embl em.



mailto:liz-geoff@talktalk.net
mailto:hodbob@hotmail.co.uk

SWARM PREVENTI ON (c.f. Swarm ¢

Swarms are, of cour se ortghaeninart u(raa|lHowaeyy bfecer c
—-in this case not to begat more bees but ano

The ol dfiPsawiemdi on inhblkdsetrubdahoCuthé beek

the bees (and get some honey). The colony
substance” from worker to worker. I f the bi
congested and/or the Q is failing, the swarr

The firpresvseagédbonhave the colony headed by
rare for a 1 year old Q to swar m, but a pr
certainty that a strong colony with an ol d

ACTI O&Nnsure at |l east hal f iyceuwrr oclpdmiceesmema \se

The second stage is to ensure that the Q hea
foundation doesn’t supply this. When increa
drawn comboxnshibel 2 be the mini mum.

ACTI OINhi nk on to set aside/develop spare dra

Once on a double brood box, a relatively si
to bottom). The Q will normally | ay preferer
in the bottom one as the bees hatch.

Topiafper reversing, insert an entrance bl oc
Another preventative measure is to change
Foragers | aden with stores are not wusually
is bled from stronger to weaker. It has to
in the revewhy wag etchée owméaker one, weaker?!!
| f the hive becomes congested, a more certa
g controlled Q reabemgpedsedor
| The Q is found and put into

' the hive on a frame with a |
~ |l arvae. The remainddrmr aswimmbhi :

~free of honey. This gives th
this bottom box place Q exclu

foll owed by the original bro
frames (+1). The foraging bec

business and the house bees
't he brood. The hive is effec

is that top brood box, full
for raising good quality Q ceé

these ceelbléescmusout 7 days | at

*Snelgrove improved this possibibkeeypbg)uhe
beneath the top box, giving it a separate e

bel ow.

I't has been sai Swahat Com¢ avméesssitt wffar mi st
should be noted that when a colony starts Q
no |l onger seek new sources of nectar & pol |



|l aying and workers abandon collecting nectar
the beekeeper frustrates the swar m, the col
prime time productivity.
Longbee

WBKA Bee | mpRepementor 2013 and Pr
Bee Il mprovement meetings in spring 2013, 8
Association needs its members to try to incr
Skills to Learn:

(1A tificipaolstswareran cell development, the

(I'lt) Build up a Doaonubd-itdc Bc oferdat nbb osrw ahri nv ec eal nl ¢

('l Demdhmeé hodpgrrodaodrmn vedryagi ng the develo

gueerl | s,

(1 Vhe seMieldltamme Robi nson (8 or 9 queen) m
One day, perhaps, progress onto the Jenter
Above all, keep records, codifying queens,

mul tiply’!

The hive survey returns of Spring and Aut umr
the general weakness of the bees after the
|l mprovement by the natur al selection in this
to a gentle increase in the number of stock
now.

The Association hive, with a queen descende

winter (cBeeCasy bLEBimg set above a stronger
though only on a couple of frames by winter

build up satisfactorily and an artificial S
swar med anyway and, wor se, despite the g 0«
satisfactorily at the Skipton Apiary. The A-:
colony by Jill Scott. This was wunited to a (
have wintered well).

At the recent meeting attended by the more
|l mprovement would be a slow process but tha
bad queens before they made matters worse,
WELL MANNERED col oni es. There is much to br
first trait to be weeded out mu st be poor t

Several techniques need to be |l earnt (not |
and advantage i s going to be taken of t he
theoretical and practical knowl edge. As we

half of our colonies anBRly csudch gnueeaemss a rreo ml mph

Peter LoMgbaht @ml
*The Demaree method can be foundiliomkj ust ugphoa
that di ff iicywlut ctaon pdeor ficr!m
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Mentor

nt gqrui de, adviser, coach, couns(eCdlolri,nsg ug
esaurus) .

ntothegpractice of assigning a junior mem
rson who assistgChimimsr Englilkéi Dicaieanar

| nervously started bee keeping five
r I had attended the beginner’s cours
ul of owning my own bees, | et alone opc¢

>
- ~ 35

o
f
thout Brian’s help and advice | do not t|
ar. He gave me my first bees in May, a he

ney. He has since become a friend, mai nl
pping in with bee related questions.

hel ped when | inspected the hive and sh
vited to join him when he | ooked at his
ew in confidence.

e Honey Show was on the horizon and Brian
ass. He demonstrated honey extraction and
ceived detailed | essons on how to ‘show

th my jar. An amazing first year thanks t

ter that year | al so had advice on winter
entually | thought winter would bring a b
ow torch to clean all the equipment ready

m saddened when | hear of members who dr
rse, due to a |l ack of support. Not ever
dance as | had from Brian, but it is just

c

today, | enj oy opening up my hive with
ussions and observations often throw up
n. No w, i ke many ot her s | want to he
ciation. Can | take this opportunity to

n X n o
o ® O S

Toni Ki |l



Mentoring

Mentoring has always been a good way to hel

way to continue beekeeping. Words of experi
can be invaluabl e. Some members have volunt
with the area they can cover. I f you would |
up with a mentor then please |l et the committ
Evan JMemnsst on; Ra@uiFsell aysoRMenst onMe nGttloety,;

Bur-iawmarfedal e T-dBrir | Kiyl; | iABmref éMparesedal e

Take a | ook at our website www.

WBKA Equi pment

WBKA has a |l ot of equipment, much of it new
t hat he obtained for the Association from
members use is on the web site. Pl ease take
the Association might usefully buy for membe

Foll owing a request at the AGM, the abbrevi
copies of Combings wild.l be accessible on th
the website, with additional links to usefu
the website please contact Ray.

Anne Jone

WBKA Library

The WBKA has a |ibraryedthtedobooks0@nibdeplheehp
guite specialised texts on Bee biology to m
Beekeeping". As you might expect, of cour s
traditional beekeeping practice (Hooper, Sn
from David Heaf and Phil Chandl er for thos

“beentric" Aappl dadh.st of the books avail abl
WBKA web site.

I f you would Iike to borrow any of the books
pl ease cont actl inber avriiaa nt @veh aernfadVdawe bk at beg. ok
arrange to get the books to you as soon as p

Laurence Tr


mailto:wbkalibrary@gmail.com
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WBKA Commi ttee Notes

ter about 4 months on the WBKA committee
gani sati on.

timately the WBKA exists to support its
ekeepers, it is also often the first point

arfedale Beekeepers Association has 84 mer

has three apiaries in Il kley, Skipton an
ather . The |l kley and Skipton and heathe
rangement, and the Parceval Hal | apiary i s
blic but it seems that this has yet to tak

work with Yorkshire Beekeepers Associ at
ekeepers Association (the nati onal umbr e
sociation that arranges our insurance, an
rkshire and British Associations.

ch of WBKAs committee work it seems is of
surance required for our Association, and
the membership. Ot her el ements of the wol
e ptuhbel iwce,bsi t e, training, youth matters, e
r |l ocal beekeepers: the apiaries, trainincg
recent initiative was the establishment of
e organisation wil/l keep evolving, and horg
ne Jones our new chairperson is keen to ra
r events wild.|l be made open to the public,
urrently Wharfedale Observer, Il kl ey Gazet
mon Croker our |l ast chairperson took a | e
ised money to support us in deveilopt ali e
rward to develop an Upper and Lower Wharf
adily, is productive and gentle is every b
us, as naturalists, feel more comfortabl

ose nice calm bees ...

you have any ideas about the direction o
gani sation, how can we best support you? V

Ro b CH anxgthcanm



Why tiny sensors are being st

Tiny sensors are being fitted to thbusandses
program to monitor thd&simgeatseaxmdhiqhei kneomwwni
research, being |l ed by CSIRO, aims to help un

Up to 5,000 sensors, measuring 2.5mm x 2. 5mr
Tasmania, before bdionq@trnalcdhadedck isretnes otrtse wihle
period, which puts them into a rest state | or
an adlke®i pe cf ur)eAfotnerb aac kf eppa gnei nut es, the bees
their hive and start Tdatshe«sesgyrnuan uabl @r o0 é s
appear to have no impact on the bee's ability
who is |l eading the project.

The research will also | ook at the i mpacts o
that feed at sites with trd@abe amoupnfsuef ngomni
understand the bee's relationship with its

optimal productivity conditions as well .Tehse f u

tiny radio frequewocryk iidre na i dii mialtt aognw asneendsar rasi n

insect passes aThpearitnfcaurl mat icohne ciksposenrtt. t o a ¢
use the signals from the sensors to build a
these insects mov'el ft hweo ugan trhed dlantdlseiappemover
very quickly when their activity shows vari at
to maximise their productivity as well as mon
Source CSI RO, Commonweal th Scientif
CLARO BEES ouTDml |l your beekeepi
Openi ngSat meday mor al2g30gmom 9am
Beekeeping Season: April unt il October .
Towre France pclleoassuer enot e, weEW wliy | 2®e4cl osed ¢
T very keen prices on all it ems.
f Comprehensive stocks of hive parts & ac
gueen rearing equi pment, medi cations, jars ¢
f Ample FREE parking adjacent to shop.

Knowl edgeabl e beekeepers are al ways presert
equi pment prior to purchase as el |
onl y.

Find udgirst left after the RHS Harl ow Car

emaiCll:ar oBees @hr bk


mailto:ClaroBees@hrbka.org.uk
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Sensor attached to bee

John Chandlerds beeswax




