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EDITORIAL 

My first year as chairman is now drawing to a close and time seems to have flown by. My own 

bee keeping has greatly benefited from having a dialogue with many members of the 

association, especially attending the local discussion groups. The original four groups have now 

amalgamated into two based in Otley and Skipton and this has increased the numbers attending 

resulting in the Skipton group moving venues three times in recent months in an attempt to find 

one that will comfortably accommodate them. They are a friendly forum for the exchange of 

ideas between new and experienced bee keepers, the informality encouraging an open dialogue 

with the inevitable multiple, differing answers to any one question asked.   

During the spring and summer, many members including myself, found themselves chasing 

swarms around their area and hence swarm control has been a topic of conversation at the group 

meetings. I hope, therefore, that your interest will be stimulated to attend our first meeting in 

Ilkley where Ged Marshall, a bee farmer from Buckinghamshire, will talk about beekeeping 

without swarm control. Ged reckons to produce 10 tons of honey and 1,000 queens a year. We 

are fortunate to have such a good and informative speaker from outside our area and I look 

forward to seeing you there. This meeting is held jointly with surrounding local Beekeeping 

Associations so it is an opportunity to meet up with other beekeepers. There will be 

refreshments served in the café by some of our members. If you can help, please contact me. 

Additionally our meetings in Christchurch are open so you are free to bring a non-member with 

you if you wish.  

Then our next major event is the Honey Show and AGM. We have moved this to the Clarke 

Foley Centre in Ilkley to give us more room and to accommodate a sale of equipment. If you 

have anything to sell (apart from live bees!), clean it up and bring it along or bring a photograph. 

Why not try your hand at candle making as well as honey harvesting? We have introduced a 

new class to see what skills we have acquired following last year’s talk on wax. There’s plenty 

of time to practice.  

Anne Jones, Chairman 

"The Franklin Expedition" 
       (More than one Hundred and thirty died in their efforts to find The North West Passage) 

 

Come and join us for our yearly dinner, and you will find out more! Alan Ogden will enthral you 

with his amazing detective work! The food is good, the atmosphere genial, and the company of 

course is exceptional. You need to be there for the results of the Honey Show, to win an amazing 

prize in the raffle or to compare notes with fellow bee keepers. Complete enclosed flyer and return 

to me by 1st November and make sure you are booked in for an evening to remember!                                                                         

Toni Killingray 



 WoW (West of Wharfedale)  and NoW, (North of Wharfedale ) 

 Contact Louise Farnell   louise.farnell@live.co.uk 

   Matthew Mason matt@john-mason.com 

 MOB  (Menston, Otley, Burley) and CoW (Central Wharfedale) 

Contact Colin Pack   osscobbler@sky.com 

   Rob Claxton-Ingham  rob@leecottage.com 

Support your local group this season. It is a great forum, where you can, in an informal way, share 

your knowledge and is a supportive and friendly place where you can ask those “daft questions” 

that you don’t have the answers to.  

WBKA DIARY DATES 

Wednesday 15th October 7.30pm  Joint meeting on the topic of Beekeeping without swarm 

control with Ged Marshall, of British Honey Producers Ltd. at 

Christchurch Ilkley 

 

Thursday 23rd October 7.30pm  WBKA Honey Show and AGM  at Clarke Foley Centre, 

Cunliffe Road, Ilkley 

Friday 14th November 7pm - Annual Dinner at Skipton Golf Club 

  

Ideas for Venues, Talks, Topics: If you have heard of a speaker you would recommend or there is 

an aspect of beekeeping you would like to explore further, have any ideas for new topics or 

different venues for future meetings tell a committee member and we will try to incorporate it into 

a future programme.  

Always willing to help is the phrase that sums up David in my mind. To most members he has held 

the position of Honorary Treasurer since John Fisher’s untimely death, but he has contributed so 

much more to the Association and to beekeeping. He has spoken about bees and beekeeping to 

groups of all ages in an entertaining way; demonstrated beekeeping at Kilnsey; assisted at Claro 

Bees and on many WBKA stands at local shows; until recently he ran the website; he has collected 

swarms and, through his cheerful and outgoing manner, projected WBKA in a favourable light.  

During David’s time growing membership and the development projects have greatly increased the 

work of Treasurer but he has efficiently kept track of grant funding, capitation and maintained the 

general accounts.  Most importantly, he has satisfied the requirements of Charities Commission and 

the auditors. 

Thanks David for all you have done for WBKA and we wish you and Cherry all the best in your 

new home in Wales. 

Bruce Speed  

Thank you to David Bartlett, WBKA Treasurer 2008-2014 

WBKA  LOCAL GROUPS 
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2014 AGM AND HONEY SHOW 

The Honey Show and AGM will be held at the Clarke Foley Centre, at 7.30pm on 23rd October. 

Once again we will be welcoming our Regional Bee Inspector, Ivor Flatman as judge of the honey 

show entries.  

There are a few changes to some of the completion classes so please make sure you read the entry 

form on the enclosed flyer carefully. The flyer gives the times for you to take your exhibits to be 

judged at the Honey Show, entries are accepted from 6.30pm until 7.15pm. Please be early rather 

than arrive with your entries at the last minute.  

At 7.30 pm the AGM will take place in the adjoining room. After the meeting there will be a silent 

auction, whereby you can bid for beekeeping equipment, with all proceeds going to WBKA. If 

anyone has anything to sell for themselves, this is also an opportunity to do so, you can negotiate 

directly with potential buyers! 

There will be refreshments of tea, coffee and cakes. If you prefer you can pop out to a local hostelry 

for something stronger. We will then reconvene at Clarke Foley to view the whole Honey Show and 

see the results of your efforts! 

WHARFEDALE BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 24 October 2013 

3. Matters arising from 2013 minutes 

4. Chairman’s Report 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

6. YBKA Delegate’s Report 

7. Election of Officers and Committee 

8. Any Other Business 

 

SUBSCRIPTION REMINDER 

Please remember to bring your WBKA subscriptions to the Honey Show when our new treasurer, 

Sue Hobson, will be collecting them . The subscription rates are the same as last year, £32 for full 

members and £10 for associate and social members. 



 

HONEY CAKE RECIPE  

Entries for Class 15 at the Honey Show must use this recipe. 

 

 

 

 

HONEY SHOW TROPHIES 

As usual, the Wharfedale Cup will be awarded to the person gaining most points in the show, the 

Novice Trophy to the winner of the Novice class and Best in Show Trophy is awarded to the 

exhibitor with the best exhibit judged from all of the classes. The Halsall Trophy, inaugurated last 

year, is awarded to the WBKA group (NOW/WOW or MOB/COW) which gains most points 

across all classes. The introduction of this trophy, in Geoff Halsall’s own words is to 'encourage 

friendly competition between sub-groups' and 'encourage the maximum number of members to 

enter the honey show'. To this end, Geoff has recently overseen amendments to the scoring system 

for the Halsall Trophy, this year a point is given towards this prize for EVERY entry, in ALL 

classes made to the Show, with 10 points for a 1st prize, 7 points for a 2nd prize and 5 points for a 

3rd prize. It is hoped these changes will encourage more members to enter especially if you have 

not tried before. These awards will be presented at our annual dinner and social evening in 

November. 

You will notice there are some changes to the classes this year as well as some minor tweaks to 

existing classes. There is a new recipe for the Honey Cake in class 15, see below. A new class has 

been added for 'a pair of beeswax candles' alongside the normal wax classes. If entering this class 

please bear in mind that one of the candles will be lit during judging so choose that wick size 

carefully! 

Ingredients  

170g/6oz local honey  85g/3oz light muscovado sugar 

140g/5oz butter  200g/7oz self raising flour 

2 eggs beaten   1 tablespoon water 

For the icing 

55g/2oz icing sugar  1 tablespoon local honey 

   

Preparation 

1. Preheat oven to 180°C/350°F /gas mark 3 Line and/or butter a circular tin, 16.5—19.0 cm (6½-

7½ inches) in diameter. 

2. Gently melt the honey, butter and sugar in a pan adding the water.  

3. Remove from the heat and mix in the sifted flour and beaten eggs.  

4. Spoon the mixture into a lined buttered circular tin, and bake for approximately 45-50 minutes. 

Timing is a guide only, bake until springy to the touch and shrinking slightly from the edges of the 

tin. 

5. Cool slightly in the tin before turning out onto a wire rack. 

6. While the cake is still warm mix the icing sugar with honey together with 2 to 3 teaspoons of 

honey and drizzle over the cake. 

7. When cooled put on a paper plate, cover with a polythene bag and bring along to the Honey 

Show. 



If you have a beekeeping problem to solve please send in your question to the editors of Combings 

and a beekeeper of long experience will  answer on this page. We had three good questions to start 

this regular feature. In a season when swarms have been high on the beekeeping agenda this was a 

topical question from Louise Farnell:- 

Q. How do I carry out any anti swarming methods on my hives when I cannot find my 

queen? 

  

A.  Firstly, it is too late to do anything this season. Secondly, it IS desirable to find the queen, so 

get a friend, mentor, experienced beekeeper to help when you next look, two pairs of eyes are 

better than one. 

 

If all else fails, and you still have not found her, divide the colony into two, 6 frames and five 

frames is good enough! Destroy any queen cells in both parts. ENSURE you have brood and eggs 

in middle of each brood box. Fill extra space at sides in both brood boxes with drawn comb or 

foundation. Separate the halves as far as possible to avoid bleeding of the foragers. Inspect them 

after 7 to 10 days, the queenless split SHOULD now have produced more queen cells. There is no 

guarantee that the queenright half will not also produce some queen cells! but it should also be 

easier to find the old queen in her half, when you do, MARK HER. 

 

In April/May next year (before they have produced any queen cells) try a modification to 

the Demaree system by shaking ALL the bees into the bottom (new) brood box. For more 

information about the Demaree system see the article about The White Queen in this issue for a 

summary or internet for full description. 

The bees have in general  had a very productive summer this year but Anne Jones has this topical 

question:- 

Q. I have several supers full of honey but the bees are not capping it, any suggestions how I 

could encourage them to do this? 

  

A.  A good question! Wish I could help, but I would be very surprised if, given time, your bees 

didn't get around to finishing the job. 

 

1. The onset of the heather season may help but you but this may mean that you will have to use 

both spinning and pressing for extraction. 

2. Check the water content with a refractometer. 

3. If there is any suggestion of capping in a frame it will probably be OK for extraction. Turn the 

frames upside down and shake, if the honey stays put, again it may be worth trying extracting. 

4. Keep some of the frames for their winter feed, give them back to the bees after heather season. 

 

Let us know how you get on! 

 

Q. A new member received two swarms this summer (his first) which both swarmed. He's 

now united them for the winter but doesn't know how to get the double brood box he's 
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The year was 2011, not a particularly notable bee year for me except for one thing, the hatching of 

The White Queen. Of course I wasn’t to know of her future incredible longevity or her amazing 

fecundity which were quite foreign to my experience in a quarter century of keeping bees. My 

feeble records show that she had an unremarkable 2012 season but significantly, she didn’t 

swarm! For me that was a minor miracle. Her girls produced a modest crop of honey, perhaps a 

below average heather season even with the help of a modicum of balsam which “contaminates” 

the heather (honey) in Langford Lane nowadays and spoils it for show purposes. But it still tastes 

pretty good, at least no one has complained! So pressing on, we now enter that horrific winter of 

2012/2013. That of course, is from an apiarist’s point of view, winter sports abounded and that 

winter seemed to last for ever. I looked longingly at my cross country skis languishing in the 

garage but discretion prevailed and that is as far as they went.  

I digress, so back to The White Queen. It has been my preferred practice not to autumn feed but to 

depend on good storage of heather honey in the available space in the brood box plus the generous 

cleanings of the heather honey supers and spring feed as necessary. In spite of emergency feeding 

in early 2013 I eventually lost two of three colonies. Starvation, I’m ashamed to admit but I think, 

in mitigation, it was not only because they were low in stores but possibly because they could not 

move to get them. I hefted the hives in December (2012) and was alarmed at the state of my 

charges, the now off-White Queen was of particular concern, the colony was on only three frames 

in a Modified National hive. So as a belated Christmas present or to be honest, in desperation, on 

30th December I decided to move Her and her dwindling band of workers into a smaller 6 frame 

polystyrene nuke. You could almost hear their sighs of relief, a well insulated home with built in 

feeder! I didn’t really have a great deal of hope but to my surprise when the stronger colonies 

perished my blessed White Queen and her gang not only survived but thrived through those awful 

months of January and February and went on to provide me with modest spring, summer and 

heather crops. Here is the nub of this account, my Beautiful White Queen DIDN’T SWARM in 

2013 either!  

THE WHITE QUEEN 

ended up with down to a single brood for the winter that is how does he know which frames 

to get rid of and what does he do with the others? 

A. I notice that your questioner says that he (or she) has united the two brood boxes "ready for the 

winter". In fact we are still in August and my bees are still active "in season" bringing in nectar 

from heather, balsam with ivy still to come. Nevertheless it is a good time to reduce to one brood 

box because egg laying will be diminishing and nectar and pollen should be being stored in the 

deep frames. To reduce to one brood box, separate the two boxes, placing the top 

box alongside the other with the flying bees able to leave or return to either box. Glancing into 

each box you will be able to see which frames are covered with bees and which are almost 

unoccupied. Remove unoccupied frames, shaking off any bees, then examine each of the 

remaining frames, putting together in one group frames with brood. Ideally this new enlarged 

brood nest should then be bordered by a frame of pollen, with remaining spaces filled with frames 

with stores. Replace in the original hive position. 

Try to choose a time when the weather is warm and the bees are flying. Throughout the operation 

take the opportunity to remove any frames that are damaged, old or misshapen. The surplus frames 

should be stored during the winter ready for next year.  



So, moving on rapidly, we come to the spring of 2014. The winter had been particularly mild and 

the colony flourished after their return to their National home. In March, with only one colony I 

felt very vulnerable, what would the family do without their regular supply, what would my small 

commercial outlet do without the odd jar to sell? In the event there was no need to worry, my 

magnificent, majestic White Queen and her merry band of workers came up trumps with 50 lbs of 

spring honey, always my most reliable season, a modicum of summer honey and, can you believe 

this, SHE DIDN’T SWARM in April and not even a sniff of queen cells in May and early June! 

So, what should I do with this remarkable, unique in my experience, creature?  Answer - It was 

imperative that I had to try to retain this highly desirable trait at least in the Langford apiary.  

Demaree was a whisper from the past, I have to admit to not being very successful with any swarm 

prevention programme including Demareeing. My strategy now being let ‘em swarm, catch ‘em 

and enjoy the moment!  A strategy for home garden bees only, definitely not for out-apiaries! 

There had been quite a lot of talk about this 19th century manipulation so I decided to give it 

another go. No sign of queen cells so ideal for the Demaree process. [Briefly this entails finding 

and removing the queen (easier if she is marked!), putting her in a new brood box with foundation 

on the old floor/site, adding the queen excluder [QE], 2 supers and an additional QE, then the now 

queenless old brood box with young bees and emerging brood, the crown board and roof. A 

veritable tower which requires a sturdy stand if it is not to become a leaning tower! The young 

nurse bees migrate upwards and the foraging bees migrate down. The idea being to encourage the 

production of queen cells in the old brood box whilst allowing the old queen to develop the brood 

nest in the new brood box below. The flying worker bees continue collecting and storing nectar 

and pollen and all this under the one roof].  So after seven to ten days, so the books will have you 

believe, there are many queen cells in the top brood box and the potential for lots of nucs? Not a bit 

of it, in Langford Lane there were only two rather feeble queen cells and  without much hope but 

with Toni’s help we did make  up two nucs, which, sadly but perhaps not entirely unexpectedly, 

were unsuccessful. So after a couple of weeks I removed and split the top, queenless  brood box, 

cadged two surplus queen cells from Peter Longbottom one of which produced a fertile queen 

(green!) and a reasonable colony for the heather season.  

In the meantime, in June, my magnificent White Queen (choose any superlative) was laying like a 

train and had occupied 6 frames with brood in the bottom (new) box. But I had still not managed to 

breed from her, the sole purpose of this whole affair really. So, now in desperation, I decided to 

split the hive again, this time, the queenless split produced emergency queen cells and is now, early 

August, a fully functional colony. Meanwhile back at the ranch the old White Queen, bless her, has 

covered her second lot of new brood frames of foundation with brood. Both colonies are looking 

good for the heather season which in late July is already upon us in mid-Wharfedale.  

So what have I achieved after all this manipulation? Well, not exactly as planned, but I still have 

my wonderful, magnificent, majestic White Queen, she is now in her fourth season, will she 

overwinter, will she be superseded? Who knows? But, and this is a BIG BUT, I also have her 

daughter (marked green) who, we hope will inherit some of her mother’s desirable traits. Could 

these be features of a future Wharfedale bee?  Watch this space! 

PS – I think I may autumn feed this year and already have the “ambrosia” on hand! 

Brian  Spence 



 

Some good advice on swarm prevention was given in a presentation to the WOW group by Peter 

last month. 

SWARM PREVENTION (c.f. Swarm control) 

Swarms are, of course, the natural way for the super-organism (a honeybee colony) to reproduce – 

in this case not to begat more bees but another colony in another place. The old saying “Prevention 

in better than Cure” holds true for the beekeeper if (s)he is to keep the bees (and get some honey). 

The colony is held together by the transference of a pheromone know as “Queen substance” from 

worker to worker. If the binding element becomes inadequate because the hive is congested and/or 

the queen is failing, the swarming instinct kicks in and queen cells are created. 

 The first stage in prevention is to have the colony headed by a young Queen (Q) with flush with 

pheromones. It is relatively rare for a 1 year old Q to swarm, but a probability that a 2 year old will 

and pretty much a certainty that a strong colony with an old Q will swarm. Measures need to be 

taken.  

ACTION – ensure at least half your colonies have a young Q – rear replacements every year. 

The second stage is to ensure that the Q has plenty of room to lay eggs. It should be noted that 

foundation alone doesn’t supply this. When increasing from 1 brood box to 2, provision of 3 frames 

of drawn comb in the second brood box should be the minimum.  

ACTION – think on to set aside/develop spare drawn comb. 

Once on a double brood box, a relatively simple preventative measure is to reverse the boxes (top to 

bottom). The Q will normally lay preferentially in the top box where it will be warmer, so space 

REPORT FROM THE LOCAL GROUPS - NOW and WOW 

Having recently had our August meeting in a new venue which proved too small (there were 18 of 

us), I can certainly say WOW & NOW are going from strength to strength! 

We meet monthly on a Tuesday or Wednesday evening at 7.30pm in a pub in Skipton – open to all 

WBKA members living in north or west Wharfedale (and if you live elsewhere but these meetings 

are more convenient, just drop me a note). Matt, our Chair has an informal agenda of things we 

would like to cover but it’s all very relaxed (with pint in hand). Our next meeting is on September 

17th at 7.30pm, at the slightly larger venue of the Yorkshire Rose pub in Coach Street, Skipton, 

where we will discuss preparing your bees for the winter and the annual WBKA honey show. 

We now have a good mix of people new to beekeeping, a lot of us with 2-3 years under our belts 

and a couple of Zen masters (frankly if they can’t answer your question, no one can). There’s 

always a lot of opportunity to ask questions that you don’t feel comfortable asking in a bigger 

group, exchange of information and funny stories (often about swarms). Sometimes one of our 

members will prepare something in advance, such as our resident GP who gave a brilliant talk on 

anaphylactic shock and our anaesthetist who talked about MAQS strips. 

Best way to find out of course is to come along – you’ll be very welcome. 

Louise Farnell WOW & NOW secretary 



will be created in the bottom one as the bees hatch.  

ACTION – get colonies that come through winter well into a double brood box before supering. 

Top tip – after reversing, insert an entrance block to keep the brood warmer in the bottom box 

Another preventative measure is to change the places of a weaker hive and a stronger one. Foragers 

laden with stores are not usually troubled by the guard bees of a weaker hive so strength is bled 

from stronger to weaker. Caution:  Beware that disease may be transferred, perhaps in the reverse 

direction! (why was the weaker one, weaker?!) 

If the hive becomes congested, a more certain method of prevention, which also gives scope to 

controlled Q rearing, is to carry out a Demaree procedure. The details of this method will be found 

in all text books more eruditely than I can reproduce. Snelgrove’s enhancement is well worth 

reading too. (Some of the MOB group members have also had the advantage of Brian Spence’s 

“towering” ! demonstration of the Demaree method at a meeting in Otley this year, eds.) 

It has been said that the necessity for Swarm Control is a result of a mistake by the beekeeper. It 

should be noted that when a colony starts Q cells, the workers change their work ethic. Scout bees 

no longer seek new sources of nectar and pollen but go looking for new nest sites. Also the Q stops 

laying and workers abandon collecting nectar and pollen even though there is a flow on. So, even if 

the beekeeper frustrates the swarm, the colony loses 3 weeks or more, possibly much more, of 

prime time productivity. 

This past summer I knew that I would be ‘otherwise engaged’ through the prime swarming season. 

So my swarm PREVENTION techniques had to be exercised early. The conditions in each of my 

hives were, naturally enough, different so the prevention methods attempted differed too. Three of 

my colonies with 2013 (Red) Qs needed a comb change. These were treated to a Shook Swarm and 

at least a gallon of heavy syrup to encourage the drawing out of the foundation. Two of these 

colonies thrived and one was sufficiently ‘held back’ not to consider swarming. One of these 

eventually had to be artificially swarmed bringing the bonus of two successful nucs. Both produced 

good crops of summer honey, and though one drew out fresh comb well enough, the Q’s laying 

pattern became poor and the colony was united to another.  

Two Demarees were executed on strong colonies at the time of my choosing, one of which 

produced enough Q cells in the top box to furnish 2 nucs and a pair of Q cells which Brian Spence 

took to Burley-in-Wharfedale in his top pocket, one of which mated successfully. The main hive 

yielded 30lbs or so of summer honey, a good amount for west Craven. 

In haste on one colony when I found well advanced Q cells, I simply set aside a nuc with the old Q 

in it and cut out all capped Q cells leaving one well developed Q cell in the main hive. This would 

have worked better if I had remembered to open the entrance to the nuc. (Sorry Queenie -when will 

I ever learn!). The remaining two colonies had young Qs and were deemed weak enough to be left 

alone. This worked 50%, the other must not have been as weak as I thought and swarmed in my 

absence. As an experienced beekeeper of old once remarked – “if all attempts to prevent swarming 

fail, let the b…..s fly!”         

Longbee  



BASIC ASSESSMENT COURSE FOR 2015 

It is intended that BASIC ASSESSMENT preparatory classes will be held in late winter 2015. 

Members who have at least a full year’s beekeeping behind them are encouraged to demonstrate 

their fitness to keep bees by being assessed. This is NOT an exam but a very experienced beekeeper 

will lead you through a gentle a hive inspection with a few questions to follow. In reality, it requires 

no more knowledge than the Beginners classes taught you so the classes become a refresher course 

to which you bring your present understanding for clarification. 

Previous courses have consisted of 4 evening classes at which Geoff Halsall, Brian Spence and Peter 

Longbottom have put their (cumulative) >100 years of beekeeping experience at our disposal. Prior 

to the Assessment date, a trial run through is given to all candidates by someone who has been 

successful themselves. For those intending to improve knowledge of the craft by studying BBKA’s 

modules (and why not?!), the Basic Assessment is the initial requirement. 

 

To enrol and for further details, please contact Peter Longbottom (longbee@btinternet.com) or write 

to him at Ivy Cottage, Stirton, Skipton BD23 3LN 

BEE HEALTH DAY 

I attended the Bee Health Day on 26th July, hosted by Leeds BKA at their apiary in Temple 

Newsam and delivered by the National Bee Unit. In short, we had a full day’s training, delivered 

by four regional bee inspectors, free of charge and a great chance to compare notes with other 

beekeepers. There were about 50 of us – with a mix of ability levels although I think most 

attendees had been keeping bees for a couple of years or more. We were split into 4 groups, with 2 

doing a practical in the morning and 2 having presentations in the “classrooms” and then we 

switched over in the afternoon. 

The focus of the day was around health and hygiene and so the practical focused on cleaning your 

equipment and minimising the risk of diseases being transferred from one apiary to the next. They 

demonstrated torching hive parts to clean them and also advocated the use of soda crystals. If 

you’re working through a number of different hives, they suggest carrying a bucket of soda crystal 

solution (1 cup to 1 pint of water with a splash of bleach) and rinsing your hive tool between 

opening each hive.  

Our instructor opened a hive and talked us through what we could expect to see for each disease. A 

lot of the information is covered in your beginners course but it was good to get a reminder and he 

also talked about other viruses such as Chronic Bee Paralysis Virus which you tend to find in 

colonies that have built up quickly but been confined to the hive due to bad weather.  The 

classroom sessions focused on recognition of bee diseases (including exotic pests such as small 

hive beetle, tropilaelaps species and Asian hornet), comb changing techniques (Demaree, Bailey 

Comb Change, Shook Swarm), varroa monitoring and swarm control. 

I was not aware that the Bee Unit is moving to the department responsible for veterinary / food 

safety which brings with it some implications and, I sensed, a much closer scrutiny on the use of 

treatments we use. We should be keeping a record of the serial numbers of any treatments we use 

as well as a proof of purchase. We were also told that any products not licenced in this country 

(including oxalic acid) in future, will only be available through vets – and assumingly also 



HEATHER AIPIARY VISIT 

The Sunday of August Bank Holiday weekend saw a group of nine gather by the gate at Barden 

Moor for the annual visit to the club’s heather apiary, led this year by Peter Longbottom. The drive 

up to the apiary showed the moor off at its best. The sun glinted off the reservoir as all around the 

heather was in full purple. I was excited as reports on beekeepingforum.co.uk suggested the flow in 

some part of the country was huge, and we were not disappointed. 

Peter had taken six hives up to the moor towards the end of the first week in August expecting them 

to stay at least until the end of the first week in September. He explained that this meant a busy 

period in September after the bees are taken home, with feeding and varroa treatment all to be fitted 

in before the weather became too cold. 

There was good advice given for transporting bees to the moors, with 2 straps used around the hives 

to fix all the parts together with a ventilated screen on top replacing  the coverboard and roof. The 

use of a cover board with mesh over the feed holes fastened with drawing pins saves the cost of a 

separate screen and is more convenient. The hive entrances are closed with foam strips. Peter 

demonstrated how he takes the foam out once on site with a small piece at the end is pulled out, then 

the entrance is smoked to discourage bees from coming out, then the rest of the foam is removed. 

On the moor, the hives are set up from the bottom as follows: solid floor, national brood box, queen 

excluder, super, crown board topped by a piece of carpet and roof. The hives were on custom made 

double stands about 30cm high rather than using the ground level boards available on site. Once the 

supers were removed, the metal queen excluders, tended to curl up like a Pringle, quite awkward I 

thought. However Peter skilfully manoeuvred supers back onto his excluders with an easy knack that 

left no need for adjustment afterwards.  

The bees were very busy but calm throughout the visit, a good advert for Peter’s plans to breed god 

tempered bees. Advice is often given that colonies on the heather do best if they have a queen of the 

current year. It was interesting to hear that Peter’s queens were mostly from 2013 and although the 

colonies were very strong and most had plenty brood, the queens seemed to have stopped laying. 

Whether 2014 queens would have still be laying is conjecture.  

The colonies varied in their size of harvest. Some received a second super, some a third! By the end 

of the visit, the 6 hives were sporting 11 supers in total. Given the good forecast, there was a good 

chance that all 11 would be well filled by the end of the season. That is easily the best I have seen in 

my few years of taking bees to Barden Moor.  

Taking the hives home is always tricky. In even a poor season, the brood boxes will be full of honey 

and full supers make the hives very heavy, too much for one person to carry safely (as I know to my 

cost, having dropped a hive once). A solution is to use clearer boards to remove the supers on the 

moor, leaving the brood boxes to collect later. This has the advantage of splitting the weight, 

allowing one person to operate alone. The alternative method requires two people with co-ordinated 

lifting of the heavy brood box with supers, which can be awkward. Moving the supers and brood box 

separately is possibly less likely to result in a hive being dropped.  

becoming more expensive! On the whole a really good day and I would definitely recommend it if 

there is another next year.        

Louise Farnell  



Obituary Norman Graville 1920 - 2014 

Heather honey is thixotropic and as a result is difficult to extract. One solution is to cut the wax off 

the frames and press the honey out, though the frames have then to be refilled with wax. Peter 

prefers to scrape the honey and comb off the frames, (using a device from Thornes) leaving behind 

the central sheets of wax, allowing their reuse. With so much honey, Peter had developed  a good 

solution for the next stage, using a spin drier, and placing the honey and wax inside a bag. A mesh 

inside the drum stops the bag from jamming the holes of the drier’s drum. Heather honey is marked 

by its air bubbles, which do not float to the top. Using the spin drier results in honey with small 

bubbles, ideal for selling. However for competition purposes, honey with larger bubbles wins the 

prizes, so Peter presses a small amount of honey for competition through a sieve. 

Peter’s lecture was very interesting and I hope that it may stimulate more of us into giving the 

heather a go. This is the only way to get the pure heather honey, to put your bees right in the middle 

of a moor with a mile of heather all round, and it’s wonderful honey .  

John Forsyth 

Many new members won't know of Norman. His age, his wife's memory deterioration, and his 

failing eyesight caused him to stop beekeeping many years ago. He advertised that the first comer 

would be gifted his six hives. Association members were slow to respond and a stranger from 

Bradford was a beneficiary. From then on he and Joan were social members and some of our 

members will remember them serving coffee, tea and biscuits at Christchurch meetings. What may 

not be known generally is that Norman paid for them out of his own pocket. So all members of the 

association have Norman to thank for this legacy. 

 

He took up beekeeping after returning from the services at the end of the war and combined it with a 

life-long interest in cubs and scouts and the love of his life Joan. He trained as a primary school 

teacher and retired from East Keswick school as the headmaster. In common with us 'Oldies' like 

Geoff Halsall, Frank Beatham, Norman Mainprice, Ken Pickles etc most of his membership was at a 

time when the total active souls numbered less than 20, subscriptions were under ten pounds and a 

healthy bank balance was under a hundred pounds. Congratulations are due to the new, younger, 

enthusiastic membership for putting the association on a healthy footing. They should also give a 

big thank you to the 'Oldies' who kept the association going throughout the war and the aftermath. 

Normans' nature was generous, stubborn and independent. When Kath and I taxied them to 

association functions such as the annual dinner at Skipton, he always thrust a couple of bottles at me 

before we set off.  

 

His style of beekeeping was authoritarian. He told the bees what he expected them to do and they 

did what they wanted. One season was particularly bad for swarms, but Norman categorically 

denied his bees had swarmed because he looked after them properly. From then on, he was known 

in the association as the beekeeper who never had swarms. His funeral service at Harrogate attended 

by Geoff and I reflected his life's interests. It was totally different from anything we had 

experienced. The congregation were invited to stand and make the scouts salute. We then sang the 

Gang Show signature tune 'Riding Along On The Crest Of A Wave'. 

He leaves three children Roger, Christopher and Jane.                                    

Farewell and thank you 

Clifford Smith 



FOLLOWED BY A GRAND DAY OUT AT THE ARTHINGTON SHOW 

At the end of August Anne Jones was ably assisted by Brian Spence and Bruce Speed at the 

WBKA stand at the Burley-in-Wharfedale Gardeners annual show and Ray and Gina Finlayson 

sold their honey at a neighbouring stand. See photo on back cover page. 

CLARO BEES LTD.  for all your beekeeping supplies 
Opening times:  Beekeeping Season: April until October, Saturday mornings from 9am – 12.30pm 

 

Very keen prices on all items. A comprehensive stocks of  hive parts & accessories, foundation, 

tools, smokers, clothing, queen rearing equipment, medications, jars & lids, candle making 

equipment and books.  

 

Knowledgeable beekeepers are always present to offer impartial advice on suitability of equipment 

prior to purchase as well as beekeeping problems. Payments by cash and cheque only. 

 

Ample FREE parking adjacent to shop. Find us:  first left after the RHS Harlow Carr Gardens, 

Crag Lane, Harrogate, HG3 1QA                                                     e-mail: ClaroBees@hrbka.org.uk  

A very successful event for WBKA, thanks to the organisational skills of the MOB. The Show 

was very busy so consequently our stall was visited by a great many people all interested in bees. 

There were many bee friendly plants which sold well; the virtual hive, candle rolling, skep 

making, the educational materials and displays all drew in the crowds. Thank you to all of you 

who put in many hours preparing the night before and to those who worked at the stall all day 

Saturday. 

Toni Killingray 

Following on from a successful WBKA outing at the Otley show Colin Pack received an invitation 

for us to attend at the Arthington Show. The morning of 29th June dawned dry and bright a good 

day for the show. Our pitch was in prime position next to the main ring and we had a constant 

stream of interested and knowledgeable visitors all day long. The skep making duo of Robert and 

Linda attracted attention, with visitors stopping at the stand to find out more about what they were 

doing. Robert had started a new skep that morning whilst Linda brought along her everlasting skep 

 still unsure how to finish it! Other activities to alert the curious included Colin's frame making 

activities and David's guided tour of the virtual hive  always a hit with the youngsters. Along with 

honey sales and the usual questions about bumble bees, wasps and swarms, visitors were 

welcomed, educated and entertained throughout the day. 

To round off an enjoyable day it was great to find that the WBKA stand had been awarded 'Reserve 

Grand Champion' for the display. See photo on back cover page. A nice recognition of the quality 

of the information and advice on offer. A huge thanks to all the volunteers from MOB and COW 

who came along and helped during the day. 

Ray Finlayson 

LAST BUT NOT LEAST….. BURLEY IN WHARFEDALE GARDENERS SHOW 

A SUCCESSFUL SUMMER OF WBKA STANDS AT LOCALLOCAL SHOWS 

FIRST UP THE OTLEY SHOW IN MAY  

mailto:ClaroBees@hrbka.org.uk


 

BBKA stand at Arthington Show (above) and BBKA stand at Burley-in-Wharfedale (below)  


