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BLUE IS THE QUEEN COLOUR FOR 2020

A Message from Rob, our Chairperson
We are in very unusual times and this presents many challenges for us not only
as beekeepers but also as an association and committee. Needless to say all of our
lives have been impacted in ways unimaginable just 3 weeks ago. We hope you
are well and remain so, to those of us that are suffering we hope you make a
comfortable recovery.

Your committee on screen - meeting via Zoom

The work of the association goes on, but we are having to find new ways. The
committee met using Zoom, our introduction to beekeeping course had two face
to face sessions and has now gone online, our local meetings continue, but using
Zoom, so make sure that you have your beers ready at home on both the second
and last Tuesdays of the month. To be invited to these meetings email
claxtoninghamrob@gmail.com.
Colonies of bees are building up and our work as beekeepers is similarly growing.
Bees are considered livestock, so travel for beekeeping purposes is currently
permitted, and luckily beekeeping is for many of us a solitary activity. We must
all be responsible and careful and abide by Government and Health regulations
and advice. Beekeeping supplies may get harder to access, my understanding is
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that some of the suppliers continue to offer mail order. Claro Bees cannot open
the shop but are exploring the possibility of dealing with orders made in advance.
Keep an eye on the WBKA website for any developments.
Our Facebook group is not massively used but this may be an opportunity for it
to grow. If you have any ideas of how we can support beekeepers during this time
I would be happy to hear from you.
Yours in friendship
Rob Claxton-Ingham, Chairperson

Your Committee
President: Anne Jones: wbka_president@wharfedalebka.org.uk
Chairperson: Rob Claxton-Ingham: 01943 468353
wbka_chairman@wharfedalebka.org.uk
Secretary: Janet Hartley: wbka_secretary@wharfedalebka.org.uk
Treasurer: Sue Hobson: 07714702920 wbka_treasurer@wharfedalebka.org.uk
Membership Secretary: John Forsyth: wbka_membership@wharfedalebka.org.uk
General members: Laurence Truman, Sophie Van Berckel, Matt Mason, Anne Peart,
Monty Pugh

Special responsibilities
Education and Training Organiser
Laurie Prowse: wbka_beginners@wharfedalebka.org.uk
Otley Apiary Manager
Jenny Liston: 07748 577055 wbka_otleyapiary@wharfedalebka.org.uk
Fishers Field Apiary Manager
David Powell: wbka_fishersfieldapiary@wharfedalebka.org.uk
Equipment co-ordinator
Sophie Van Berckel: 01943 609402 wbka_equipment@wharfedalebka.org.uk
Website
Laurence Truman: 01943 875665 wbka_website@wharfedalebka.org.uk
Combings Editor
Rhona Finlayson: wbka_combings@wharfedalebka.org.uk

Regional Bee Inspector : Dhonn Atkinson
dhonn.atkinson@apha.gov.uk
Mobile No: 07775 119437
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WBKA Diary Dates 2020
Due to the Covid-19 measures following government advice all
our normal events have been cancelled
Using the power of the internet the WBKA committee have already held a
very successful on-line virtual meeting using Zoom. This can be used on
computers, smartphones and tablets and will be the means of keeping in
contact through the local groups.
Local Groups are holding meetings using Zoom.
Contact the group leaders if you want to join in.
The leaders will host a Zoom meeting and you will be sent an invitation
by email if you have already alterted them (by email) that you want to
join the meeting.

Local Groups
Upper Wharfedale Group
Meetings on second Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm
via Zoom
Contact Janet Hartley or Matthew Mason at
wbka_upperwharfedalegroup@wharfedalebka.org.uk

Lower Wharfedale Group
Meetings on last Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm
via Zoom
Contact Rob Claxton-Ingham at
wbka_lowerwharfedalegroup@wharfedalebka.org.uk
or through the WBKA website

WBKA Equipment
Unfortunately we have had to suspend all loans of WBKA Equipment at this time
and the equipment store is closed until further notice.

Following Government and Public Health England advice

Claro Bees are closed
Beekeeping supplies can still be ordered from various on-line suppliers
but they are all warning of likely delays to dispatch.
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Important information from BBKA and Defra
BBKA Chair Anne Rowberry says: "Bees are livestock and should be tended.
You may visit your bees for welfare purposes such as for checking feed or
queen cell preparation.
You must take into account social distancing and safe access. Also swarming,
please do not go into houses, roofs etc, or go through houses to reach swarms.
We are working with DEFRA. NBU inspectors will still inspect if you have
disease concerns."

BBKA Chair Anne Rowberry says: "The swarm collection service will
still be in operation during the pandemic.
Swarm collection can go ahead but you must take into account social
distancing.
Risk assess the situation and do not take unnecessary risks as health
services will be under pressure due to the Covid-19 Pandemic.
As always, only collect when it is safe to do so. We are working with
DEFRA."

Tending Your Hives during Covid-19
Beebase have sent out an email linking to their advice document about COVID-19
and Beekeeping and Yorkshire Beekeeping Association have also sent it out in
an email. They both suggest you print it out and carry a copy when going to tend
your bees. It can be dowloaded from a link on this page of the BBKA website:https://www.bbka.org.uk/tending-hives-during-covid-19
and here is a copy of the text :4

COVID-19 and Beekeeping
As beekeepers, please be aware of the following guidance when looking after your
honey bees. Updates to this guidance will be provided where necessary. You
should keep up to date with the latest guidance issued by the Government as it is
subject to regular change.
Defra, Scottish Government and the Welsh Government ask you as beekeepers to
be responsible and to ensure that you continue good beekeeping practices, effective
stock management and health checks whilst observing the Government guidance
on COVID-19.
You should follow Public Health guidance on social distancing. Everyone,
including beekeepers, should avoid gatherings of more than two people and this
includes at your apiary. You should maintain a distance of 2 metres between
yourself and others to limit the spread of COVID-19.
General advice for beekeepers is as follows:
You should continue to work and care for your animals in the normal manner,
as far as possible. You should not take measures that compromise the welfare of
the animals in your care.
You should maintain good biosecurity at your apiary.
You should not share beekeeping equipment with other beekeepers, particularly
hive tools and other handheld devices and protective clothing.
In line with the general advice on COVID-19, you should wash your hands for
at least 20 seconds using soap and hot water before and after you come into contact
with any animal. Use hand sanitiser if thats all you have access to.
There are currently no restrictions on the movements of bee colonies, for
example, moving bees to fulfil pollination contracts. However, you should observe
the public health guidance to prevent the spread of COVID-19 when carrying out
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support those confined or unable to attend their bees at this difficult time for all
of us.
If your bees are due an inspection by a government inspector, you should be
aware that this may be subject to a delay depending on available resources within
the inspectorate.
If your bees are due an inspection by a government inspector, and you are in a
high-risk group, or are showing symptoms of COVID-19, you must let your
inspector know ahead of the inspection. Arrangements will be made that will limit
the chance of COVID-19 being spread. This may include the inspection
proceeding without the beekeeper being present or delaying the inspection.
For all inspections, 2 metre social distancing will be considered the minimum
and so the beekeeper will not be able to stand at the hive side with the inspector
while the inspection takes place.
Imports of bees are still permitted. There is no evidence to support restrictions
to international movement or trade in bees, and the UK has no additional rules for
bee imports with respect to COVID-19.
You should report any suspicion of notifiable diseases or pests to the authorities
in the usual way
please see the bee health page on gov.uk for further information.
You should use husbandry techniques to minimise swarming. If you have to
respond to collect a swarm you need to ensure that you use the guidelines on social
distancing when collecting the swarm. If that is not possible, then the swarm then
should not be collected. Therefore trying to prevent swarms is the best approach.
(https://www.bbka.org.uk/tending-hives-during-covid-19)

Swarm Control
Local Groups can help with advice on swarm control methods and there are
some useful videos which the North Hants Beekeeping Association have
posted on Youtube that explain some of the ways of carrying out a split on a
hive in order to try to prevent swarms.
The Demaree Method https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mQ6CE8nCbHQ
The Pagden Method https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCReKLV6CB4
6

SWARM OFFICERS FOR 2020 Listed by the area they will cover
ADDINGHAM
Robert J. Hodgson, 01943 839857, 07732 661739
BURLEY IN WHARFEDALE

Anne Jones, 01943876599, 07967 894801
EARBY
Margaret Brown, 01282843932, 07879447438
EMBSAY
Monty Pugh, 01756799093

GRASSINGTON
Laurie Prowse 07876160821
GUISELEY
John Watson 07505664751
ILKLEY
Robert J. Hodgson, 01943 839857, 07732 661739

David Powell 07766763798
MENSTON

Anne Jones, 01943876599, 07967 894801
OTLEY
Jenny Liston, 01943 466401, 07743330264
SILSDEN
Raymond Clarkson, 01535 655715
SKIPTON
Monty Pugh, 01756 799093
This list is also on the WBKA website and any changes made to the list after
Combings is published will be reflected there.
The contact details for the swarm officers are also on the BBKA web site.
It is a voluntary job and swarm officers are under no obligation to remove swarms
from risky situations. All due respect will be paid to goverment guidelines on
social distancing while carrying out swarm collections.
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If you have a swarm you want to get rid of or if you want a swarm.

Bob Hodgson will act as co-ordinator for swarms and swarm
collection this year you can contact him on
Robert J. Hodgson, 01943 839857 or 07732 661739

Combings
Combings is the newsletter of the Wharfedale Beekeepers Association and the
views expressed are not necessarily those of the Association or editor.
Combings is produced three times in the year, in April/May, September and
December. The next edition will be produced in September 2020.
Contributions from all members are most welcome so if you have any articles,
photographs, something you want mentioned or if you have beekeeping
equipment you would like to advertise for sale, please send all contributions to
the editor at
wbka_combings@wharfedalebka.org.uk
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CELEBRATE BEE DAY
May 20th is World Bee Day and WBKA had arranged for the showing of the film
Honeyland at the Courthouse to celebrate this day.
This event has been CANCELLED for this year, but is rearranged for next year
20TH MAY 20021
Put this date in your diaries for something to look forward to NEXT YEAR!

HONEYLAND
Directed By Ljubomir Stefanov and Tamara Kotevska
2019 / Macedonia /
Turkish with English Subtitles / 85 mins

ACADEMY AWARD® NOMINEE 2020 - for DOCUMENTARY FEATURE & for
INTERNATIONAL FEATURE

Nestled in an isolated mountain region deep within the Balkans, Hatidze Muratova
lives with her ailing mother in a village without roads, electricity or running water.
She’s the last in a long line of Macedonian wild beekeepers, eking out a living
farming honey in small batches to be sold in the closest city – a mere four hours'
walk away. Hatidze’s peaceful existence is thrown into upheaval by the arrival of
an itinerant family, with their roaring engines, seven rambunctious children and
herd of cattle. Hatidze optimistically meets the promise of change with an open
heart, offering up her affections, her brandy and her tried-and-true beekeeping
advice.
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It doesn’t take long however, before Hussein, the itinerant family’s patriarch,
senses opportunity and develops an interest in selling his own honey. Hussein has
seven young mouths to feed and nowhere to graze his cattle, and he soon casts
Hatidze’s advice aside in his hunt for profit. This causes a breach in the natural
order that provokes a conflict with Hatidze that exposes the fundamental tension
between nature and humanity, harmony and discord, exploitation and
sustainability. Even as the family provides a much-needed respite from Hatidze’s
isolation and loneliness, her very means of survival are threatened.
The debut feature from documentarians Ljubo Stefanov and Tamara Kotevska
HONEYLAND was shot over three years by a skeleton crew committed to an
intimate collaboration between filmmakers and subject. HONEYLAND is made
with the widescreen sweep of an epic, visually ambitious and driven by an
unexpectedly dramatic narrative and a surprising sense of humor. It’s a tough and
tender portrait of the delicate balance between humankind and nature, a glimpse
at a fast disappearing way of life, and an unforgettable testament to one
extraordinary woman’s resilience.
DIRECTORS’ STATEMENT
The HONEYLAND story began long before humans ever lived in the region, but
our narrative starts with its last two remaining inhabitants: Hatidze and her mother
Nazife. Just as worker bees spend their entire lives taking care of the queen bee
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which never leaves the hive, Hatidze has committed her own life to the care of her
blind and paralyzed mother, unable to leave their ramshackle hut. The film is set
in an unearthly land, unattached to a specific time and geography, unreachable by
regular roads, and yet, only 20 km away from the nearest modern city.
The families here use an ancient Turkish vernacular, so the film is driven by visual
narration rather than dialogue, the characters are understood through their body
language and their relationships, and their emotions. This visual and visceral
communication draws the audience closer to the protagonists, and more
importantly - closer to nature. Engendering the feeling that we as humans are but
one species among many, equally affected by the circumstances around us.
The Nagoya Protocol - a United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity
(CBD) - came into force at the end of 1993 and established global guidelines on
access to natural resources. Its objective was the promotion of fair and equitable
sharing of benefits for both providers - i.e. land, plants, animals - and users - i.e.
humans - of resources. Genetic diversity, or biodiversity, enables populations to
adapt to changing environments and a changing climate, contributing to the
conservation and sustainability of resources. The “honey crisis” in this film
illustrates the risk of ignoring these protocols and upsetting the respect for
biodiversity. Hatidze’s story is a microcosm for a the wider idea of how closely
intertwined nature and humanity are, and how much we stand to lose if we ignore
this fundamental connection.
Reviews
Watching "Honeyland" is like looking at the greatest problems of our time through
a pinhole, and the film sees the situation with a clarity that gets under your skin.
But far from a scolding, rub-your-nose-in-it depiction of environmental havoc,
this is a tender story about the chaos of abandoning the common good. By
reflecting Hatidze's relationship with her hives against the social contract that
she's formed with her mother - and that binds her new neighbours - the directors
shine a light on what the bees have always told us: They survive by serving each
other. And if they ever disappeared completely, people would only have
themselves to blame.
"An elemental struggle between ancient tradition and greed.....an
incredible true story" Time Out
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John Vendy - Horizontal Top Bar Hives and Natural Beekeeping
On Tuesday 10th March at the Clark Foley Centre, John Vendy gave a talk to about
40 WBKA and ABKA members on Horizontal Top Bar Hives and Natural
Beekeeping.
John has been keeping bees in horizontal top bar hives for about ten years near
Bentham in North Yorkshire. He gave a balanced account of the advantages and
disadvantages of using this type of hive, how he uses them in practice and how the
“Natural Beekeeping” approach works. In the space of two hours he gave us so
much information would be impossible to recount it all here, so in summary….
The most common form of a horizontal top bar hive is a trough about 3-4 feel long,
with sloping sides, giving a v-shaped profile; this is sometimes called a Kenyan
Top Bar Hive. Bees attach comb to top bars which rest on the top edges of the
trough. There are no gaps between the
bars so they effectively form the roof
of the hive, although there is an
external cover to keep the weather off.
The entrance is usually placed at one
end of the hive and by creating
multiple entrances it is possible to
keep two small colonies in the same
hive with a divider between them.
Queen excluders are not used in this
type of hive, nor are supers, as the
colony expands horizontally, there
are no frames and no foundation and
the bees are not treated for Varroa.
It has been suggested that the
horizontal hive is less thermally
efficient than a conventional vertical
hive and that the design is not suitable
for cold northern winters. John’s
experience over the last ten years
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Laurence inspecting one of his top bar hives

shows that this is not the case.
The form of the hive allows the bees to organise the nest however they need to.
They draw their own comb from the top bars, varying cell sizes to suit their needs
and raising as many drones as necessary. Over time, the bees coat the inside the
hive with a propolis lining which is a common feature of wild nests, but this is
rarely such an issue for the Top Bar beekeeper as it is for one using framed hives.
As the comb is built down from the top bars, the bees may create attachments to
the sides of the hive, particularly for heavy honey combs, however this is not a
major inconvenience during inspections as they can be cut through using the Top
Bar beekeeper’s specialist hive tool (an old breadknife!). This Bee-centric or
Natural Beekeeping approach is one which John has always followed and focuses
what is best for the bees, rather than most convenient for the beekeeper, although
in a Top Bar hive it rarely creates management problems.

John Vendy explaining how a top bar hive works photo Laurence Truman
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Top Bar hives are popular in developing countries because they are very low tech,
not requiring the precision-cut parts familiar to us from National hives. This makes
then cheap and relatively easy to build, with basic tools and skills, using recycled
timber, although John emphasised that it’s important to not use timber which may
have been chemically treated, for example for woodworm. It is possible to buy Top
Bar hives from commercial suppliers.
These hives can be set-up at any height, simply by cutting the legs to the required
length and this makes it possible for wheelchair users to work them comfortably.
Whilst the hives themselves can be heavy and bulkier than a National, there is
much less heavy lifting overall as honey is harvested by removing individual top
bars rather than by lifting full supers.
One additional factor in Top Bar Hive management is to encourage bees to build
comb along, and not across the bars. This needs attention particularly when a
colony is building-up. John recommends putting a v-shaped guide on the
undersides of the top bars to give the bees a better line to work to.
But the key is to start-off the right way by giving the bees straight combs to start
with and using a follower board (like a dummy board) as a backstop in the nest to
help with this. John mentioned that it is possible to straighten curved combs when
still new. The tricky bit is getting some straight combs to start with and John
suggested doing this by using 17” top bars which can be put into a National hive
(with a shallow eke), between frames to be drawn-out before being swapped into
a Top Bar hive.
Colony manipulations carried-out by conventional beekeepers are possible in a
Top Bar hive; splits and artificial swarms are carried-out by similar techniques,
although John gets most of his stock by catching swarms. Honey harvesting
involves removing individual top bars, cutting off the comb into a bucket/tub and
then straining it through a mesh later. The top bars can be put straight back in to
the hive for re-use. The fact that the brood tends to be near to the entrance with the
stores further back, makes it easy for the beekeeper to harvest honey without
disturbing the brood. If the beekeeper cycles the top bars through the hive the old
comb finds its way to the back and is removed during honey harvest. It is possible
to test for Varroa drop using mesh floors in Top Bar Hives, but for Top Bar
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beekeepers who usually take a treatment-free approach this is not considered
necessary.
John gave us a fascinating and entertaining view of a beekeeping approach which
is sustainable and practical for both beekeepers and bees. It generated a lot of
discussion and he was still answering questions an hour after his talk finished.
For anybody interested in taking this approach further John runs some short
training courses, and can be contacted through his web site (https://
benthambees.blogspot.com/). I assume any plans for courses in 2020 will have
now been shelved.

Comb from a top bar hive photo Rhona Finlayson

I have also posted links to more information on the WBKA website, including the
hive plans which John uses (https://biobees.com/build-a-beehive-free-plans.php)
and the Biobees website (https://www.biobees.com/) which has an online forum
for Top Bar beekeepers. There is also a lot of material on YouTube, I suggest
searching for Phil Chandler (The Barefoot Beekeeper) or Les Crowder, (Les is
based in the USA but still relevant).
Laurence Truman
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Asian Hornet Traps
Unfortunately coronavirus won't stop Asian Hornets and now is the right time of
year to start monitoring for them, particularly as many more of us now have the
time to make traps and to monitor them on a daily basis to free any non harmful
native species that have been accidentally caught.
I have included John Forsyth's information from a previous Combings about the
traps and hornets and full instructions can be found on Beebase and there is a video
of Ivor Flatman making a trap with detailed instructions on YouTube, https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=CR6MUekAjMo
Combings Ed.

What sort of trap should you put up? The Asian Hornet is a little bigger than a wasp
so you would think that almost any wasp trap will do. Yes it will, however your
trap needs to be able to do two things:
1) Keep the hornets inside the trap: many simple wasp traps allow the wasps to
escape too easily.
2) Keep the hornets alive: usually, wasps drown in a wasp trap, and that won’t do.
If you find an Asian Hornet in your trap, you need to be able to send your specimen,
dead but otherwise in good condition, to FERA
for identification and DNA tests. They won’t
welcome a spoonful of pulp from the bottom of
your trap!
You can make a trap easily using instructions
which can be found on Beebase.
You just need a large drinks bottle, mesh, wire and
something for a roof, preferably dark plastic.
Beebase has lots of information about the Asian
Hornet including links for instructions and a
YouTube clip on how to make a trap.
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=1056
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/downloadDocument.cfm?id=860
Alternatively you can buy a trap, such as the Véto-pharma Hornet Trap (available
from Thorne’s and elsewhere) and modify it with plastic mesh. The mesh needs
to be cut and inserted so that the trapped insects are kept separate from the liquid
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bait. That way, they don’t drown.
Suitable bait varies during the year. In spring, the hornet queens are out and are
attracted to sweeter baits. French beekeepers report that a mix of French beer,
orange liqueur and blackcurrant cordial is good. Later in the season, when the
worker hornets are seeking protein to feed larvae, add a prawn or two, or a small
piece of fish.
You will have to inspect your trap regularly. Release any wasps unless you are
having problems with wasps attacking your hives. This is best done while wearing
your bee suit. Of course don’t open the trap if you think you might have trapped
an Asian Hornet.
If you suspect that you have found an Asian hornet, you can send the hornet to the
National Bee Unit laboratory for examination. Before doing so, it is wise to kill
the hornet: the best method for this is to place the entire trap in a plastic bag and
then in the freezer for a couple of hours. Put the hornet in a suitable sturdy container
(cardboard rather than plastic) and provide as much detail as possible about the
hornet and where you found it. Digital photographs are also very useful to help
with identification. Find details of where to send your specimen on Beebase.
John Forsyth

Traps that members made with John's instructions a couple of years ago
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Queen Rearing Group
The queen breeding group has met regularly over the winter and our current
situation is as follows:
1. The number in the group has reduced from 11 people initially to a core team of
4. We are very grateful for all the time these members have devoted to get us to
where we are now.
2. We’ve received expert instruction from members of BIBBA and various
members of WBKA on the mysteries of breeding and we feel ready to have a go
at selecting stock, raising several queens and keeping them over winter.
3. We have selected a rearing method to use which seems simple yet affords
enough control, and have made a detailed daily plan for the breeding cycle.
4. We found several apiary sites and have selected three to use, all within 3 or 4
miles together north of Otley.
5. We presented a paper in March to the committee making a case for support,
setting out our objectives, explaining the risks etc and listing our needs for
equipment. The paper explained that our aim is to have a go in year 1, trying to
produce a certain number of mated queens without much emphasis on breeding,
then build up stock so that in year 2 and later we would begin to select stock and
breed. As we foresee a need for perhaps 30 colonies, it’s fair to say that the
equipment needs, comprising that number of hives, plus nucleus boxes for mating,
and consumables such as feed, and therefore the costs involved in the project are
relatively large for a small club.
Understandably, given the scale of our ambitions and request for funding, the
committee have questions and concerns, which we are looking to answer.
Coronavirus: I have to mention this! The current ban on inessential travel does not
apply to beekeepers travelling to deal with their bees. However, it is the opinion
of the group and committee that it is not appropriate that we set up our new apiaries
and move bees there this year.
In spite of much hard work over the winter and feeling that we are very close, it
is therefore highly unlikely that we will proceed this year. The committee has
concerns on several fronts, and we will need some time to address these. This,
coupled with the coronavirus lockdown, means that all activity will be suspended
for this beekeeping season.
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John Forsyth

All Creatures Great and Small…but for how much longer?
Living in Lothersdale, I take for granted the sight and sound of insects buzzing
around my garden. Honey bees, bumble bees, butterflies and even those pesky
midges and wasps are all integral to the garden’s ecosystem. On a wider scale,
pollinating species are vital component for an estimated 30% of the food I eat.
So, it was with some alarm, I read a recent report in media entitled “State of
Nature”, stating that 60% of bees and other pollinators are in decline in UK.
Further evidence (less scientific) points to the fact we no longer seem to get our
car windscreens covered in insects, on summer drives. The report went onto list
a wide range of reasons for the insect decline. These included climate change,
toxic pesticides and most significant of all loss of habitat.
To reverse the decline, national governments and organisations are now
coordinating efforts to take action through engagement, education and practical
conservation work. One such local charity, the Yorkshire Dales Millenium Trust
(YDMT), is campaigning to create and restore upland hay meadows. Examples of
these can still be seen dotted around Lothersdale and are home to a unique group
of up to 120 species wildflowers, grasses, insects, mammals and birds.
So you want to learn more about how to create a wildlife meadow in either your
land or garden? But before rushing out to purchase the seed, you need to consider
what you want to achieve on your garden plot. What resources do you have access
to and what end use for your plot.
For example, if you intend to enlist help of younger family members, it might be
better to create a wildlife plot than the more complex, longer term management
regime required to create an upland hay meadow. There is a reason why those 60
minute garden make over TV programmes, don’t feature creating an upland hay
meadows from scratch!
The North Pennines Area of Natural Outstanding Beauty (ANOB) Partnership's
suggest these questions should be answered as a guide to starting to create either
a wildflower meadow, or a wild flower plot.
If the answer is yes to these questions you could create an upland hay meadow Q-Do you have the access to grazing livestock or can you cut the field & remove
the cuttings to mimic grazing 1-2 times/year?
Q-Do you have the facility to cut the vegetation and make hay in the late summer
(July/August) either using machinery or a willing manual workforce?
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Q-Do you know that no fertiliser has been added to the soil in your plot over the
last 10 years
If the answer is yes to these question you should create a wildflower plot Q-Do you want to create a plot that will support flowers throughout the summer
but will be easy to manage?
Q-Do you want to attract and support nectar-feeding insects and other
invertebrates
Q-Has the soil in your plot been fertilised in past 10 years?

Creating a Wildflower plot in your garden
If like me, you don’t have a spare acre of land, you can get involved, by creating
a wildlife meadow in your own garden. The following things are important to
consider:
Management of your wildflower plot is very similar to standard gardening. Mower
and rake.
Leave your plot to grow. With this method, simply leave your sunny plot to grow,
allowing different species of flowers to establish naturally. The plot you have in
mind, may already be a flourishing wildflower plot, but has been hidden by
constant mowing. Add a few species of flower from the table below, if required.
Regularly remove competitive weeds such as thistles, docks and tree seedlings,
to enable your target plant species to thrive.
Plant a range of nectar-bearing plants, that will provide a valuable food source for
your bumble bees and butterflies.
Ensure your plot has enough space for plant species that flower early. Species that
flower before those typically found in hay meadows, can be particularly beneficial
in spring and early summer, when other nectar sources are scarce.
You will not be planting specifically for your honey bees, as they will be covering
a few square miles around their hives. Honeybees and bumble bees do overlap in
their preferred flower species, but some plant species are also ignored, due to
respective sizes of mouth parts and depth of nectar in the flowers.
The Bumblebee Conservation Trust makes these suggestions for plants that will
attract bumblebees throughout the year.
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Flowering Time - Plant Species
March-April - Bluebell, white or red dead-nettle, pussy willow
May-June - Alkanet, bilberry, broom, bugle, bush vetch, Campanula, comfrey,
cowslip, dandelion, Geranium, foxglove, honeysuckle, kidney vetch, red
campion, selfheal , woundwort, yellow rattle
July-August - Bird’s-foot trefoil, bramble, burdock, knapweed, heathers,
marjoram, meadow clary, raspberry, red bartsia, rock-rose , red clover, scabious,
teasel, thyme, toadflax, tufted vetch , viper’s bugloss, water mint, white clover

Carder bee collecting pollen from a giant scabious flower photo Rhona Finlayson

Creating an Upland Hay Meadow
Is your land suitable to turn into a hay meadow? Meadows that support many
species, have low soil fertility. Plants such as Cowslip, Ox-Eye Daisy, Meadow
Buttercup and Wild Red Clover all tolerate low levels of soil nutrients. If your land
has not been fertilised in the past or you are able to strip away the top soil, both
of these will be good starting points.
Test you soil pH. For an upland meadow the soil pH should ideally be above 5.5.
What equipment do you need to manage a hay meadow? You need time and
equipment to cut your meadow and remove cuttings 2/3 times a year. Fot a small
area, a strimmer and rake is sufficient. On larger areas, you will need special
mowers.
How do you create an upland hay meadow?
1. Create the nutrient-poor environment for your meadow seeds, by removing
existing turf and 15 to 20cm of topsoil.
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2. Choose and buy a mixture of grasses and wildflowers that you already see
around Craven. See www.ydmt.org or www.northpennines.co.uk and contact
details below, who will all help you identify suitable species.
3. Prepare your ground about 3 weeks before you sow the seed.
4. Best time to sow is early autumn (late August/September) or spring (April/early
May)
5. In first year after sowing, remove any weeds.
6. Mow your meadow every time the vegetation height reaches 10-15cm. Remove
the cuttings. Do not cut shorter than 5cm in height.
7. In second year onwards, cut your meadow to 5cm in height, after flowering has
completed (between late June and late August). Remove cuttings. Your meadow
may benefit from early mow in Spring (early March to April), to mimic grazing
by livestock.
If you want to learn more about how to create wildflower meadows and plots
around your local areas, please contact me via Combings editor. A group in our
village have successfully sown wildflower mead seeds and planted
wildflowerplugs across private gardens, public parks, roadside verges and church
graveyards.
For further information:Yorkshire Dales Millenium Trust https://www.ydmt.org/what-we-do/bee-together
North Pennines AONB Partnership https://www.northpennines.org.uk/what_we_do/thefarmed-landscape/haymeadows-and-grasslands/plugging-the-gaps/
Bumblebee Conservation Trust https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/
Plantlife UK https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk
Bug Life https://www.buglife.org.uk/how-to-make-a-community-meadow/

Paul Whitaker
In the current situation, ordering seeds from many suppliers has become quite
difficult, or at least there may be long delays to dispatch, so it may be difficult to
impliment Paul's suggestions right now, but this is maybe a very good opportunity
to spend time planning ahead to make the garden a good place for bees and other
pollinators.
Combings Ed.
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Update to development of the WBKA Website
During April, the WBKA web site will be having a major overhaul. I built the
current site in 2015 using my rudimentary knowledge of coding, but it’s not
straightforward to maintain and has limited scope for improvement. So its’ time
to put it on a more sustainable footing by moving it to the Wordpress platform.
Wordpress started-out as a free blogging platform, but has grown to be a much
more sophisticated tool for building websites, to the extent that they claim to
“power 36% of the internet”, so its certainly a good long term option.
At first, the most obvious change will be that the site will look different (although
much of the content will be similar) and I’ll be able to update it easily using the
Wordpress App on my phone.
However the further benefits will come over time if we need more sophisticated
features, for example updates direct to your email inbox, a members-only area
accessible by secure login, equipment bookings and online training resources.
I don’t have a date for the
changeover yet as there’s more
work to be done, so I’ll notify
everyone by email closer to the
time as the site may go offline
for a short while.
As ever, if you would like to
contribute any content, for
example
news
updates,
photographs or links to
interesting videos, sites or
articles, please let me know.
Laurence Truman

A very good sign to see in spring - bees bringing in
the pollen to feed new brood. This orange pollen was
probably collected from willow or crocus
photo Rhona Finlayson
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