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WBKA Equipment
Please contact Sophie Van Berckel if you wish to borrow anything
Tel 01943 609402 wbka_equipment@wharfedalebka.org.uk
A full list of equipment can be found on the WBKA website.
Don't forget that WBKA members are no longer being charged for borrowing
equipment held by the Association.

Combings
Combings is the newsletter of the Wharfedale Beekeepers Association and the views
expressed are not necessarily those of the Association or editor. Combings is produced
three times in the year, in April/May, September and December. The next edition will be
produced in September 2019.
Contributions from all members are most welcome so if you have any articles,
photographs, something you want mentioned or if you have beekeeping equipment you
would like to advertise for sale, please send all contributions to the editor at
wbka_combings@wharfedalebka.org.uk
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WBKA Diary Dates
Sunday May 19th 2019

Wharfedale Beekeepers Association celebrates World Bee Day
at The Courthouse Arts Centre, Otley
See the back page for full programme of the days events
This event is sponsored by Wharfedale Beekeepers Association and though free,
donations to WBKA will be welcome on the day. To help with numbers please book
your places at the Court House box office for the films. Otley Courthouse Arts Centre,
Courthouse St, Otley LS21 3, Tel: 01943 467466. Box office open 10-4, Mon-Sat.
Tickets also available via website: otleycourthouse.org.uk (booking fee applies)
Monday June 10th 2019

WBKA Visit to the National Bee Unit
Sand Hutton, York
Saturday 17th August

Gargrave Show
Tuesday 10th September, at 7.30 pm

Speaker Dr Riad Alsous 'Beekeeping in Syria'
Dr Riad Alsous is a refugee from war-torn Syria who is
developing beekeeping in Huddersfield

At Christchurch in Ilkley
Friday 15th November 2019

Honey Show, AGM and Social Evening
At Ilkley Rugby Club
Don't forget that Airedale Beekeepers Association have an open invitation to WBKA
members to attend any of their talks.

YBKA Events
Details of all YBKA events can be seen in their newsletter
at http:ybka.org.uk/news-letter/
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WBKA Membership Survey
This spring the Association is conducting its first ever Membership Survey. The purpose
of this survey is to make sure that the Committee understands and supports your needs as
members. We want know what you need in terms of training, information, guidance and
support (particularly for new members). We also want to understand how the practice of
beekeeping in Wharfedale is developing/changing over time so that we can align our events
and meetings appropriately. For this reason we plan to run the survey annually.
There are some questions in the survey asking about your beekeeping approach. However
when we look at the responses they will be anonymised so we will not know who submitted
them and aggregated so we can get an overall picture of the membership. We will not be
looking at the activities of individual members. WE’RE NOT INTERESTED IN HOW
INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS KEEP BEES.
There will be a prize draw as an incentive to complete the survey and for this purpose we
will ask for the email addresses of members who want to be included in the draw. These will
be held separately from the responses so they can’t be linked. The prize will be a voucher
for Claro bees or Thornes.
All WBKA members are being asked to complete the survey. A link to the survey will be
sent out by email to all members with email adresses. For those members without email
addresses your paper copy of the survey will have been mailed to you with Combings (or
shortly after).
The survey should take about 10 mins and the deadline for completion is June 15th 2019.
Thank you, in advance for taking part, we look forward to hearing your views.
Rob Claxton Ingham

WBKA Beginners Course 2019: A review by new beekeeper
Twenty-two aspiring new beekeepers assembled at Ilkley’s Nell Bank Centre just after
noon on 23rd February for the start of this year’s WBKA Beginners Course. The attendees
hailed from all over Wharfedale and included a wide spread of ages with a variety of
experience. Some already had hives with colonies, some had attended one day sessions,
others were starting completely from scratch. There was an air of anticipation and
excitement.
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The first session took the form of a gentle introduction from course organiser Laurie
Prowse. This included an informal quiz on hexagon-shaped objects outside a beehive, and
Margaret Brown presented a talk on 'The Colony'.
In session two, Sophie Pringle discussed queens and in her tea-break practical everyone was
marking their hands with coloured pens and playing with various bits of kit to help mark
the queen.
All the tutors presented with enthusiasm, keeping their topics interesting. Anne Jones,
delivering on Pests and Diseases in session two, even managed to include living wax moth
larvae for a hands-on investigation of pests. Although it is pleasing to report that the varroa
mite samples we had to handle were all dead.
In the third session, anyone passing Nell Bank would have heard the gentle tapping of
hammers knocking pins into frames, as Laurie’s talk on 'The Hive' included a workshop on
building your own frames. Mark Cade, fresh from attending a beekeeping exam in York,
followed this, with his presentation on 'Plants and Products'. This talk included tastings of
several honeys from Mark's extensive collection.
The final session started with a talk on the topic of 'Managing Swarms', which was
presented by Jo Johnson, complete with a collection of boxes, bags, skeps and poles. The
final presentation was given appropriately by organiser Laurie on 'The Beekeeping Year'.
This rounded the course off nicely with a review of the work required to maintain bee
colonies through the calendar. We are going to be busy.
This year the Association chose to deliver the course over 4 weekends with two modules
per session. This arrangement seemed to work out well for everyone. Every session was
graced with sunshine and warm weather. This meant that tea-breaks were taken outside and
include some equipment demonstrations which allowed the participants to handle various
types of hive, to don different beekeeping suits, and to wave about a clothes prop with a
swarm collecting sack on it.
The sessions were lively and interactive, and the presenters allowed time for lots of
questions from the attendees eager to gather knowledge. On 6th April, all the new
beekeepers received their certificates (see photo on centre page) and will soon have
completed their practical sessions. On doing so, they will have a solid grounding in keeping
bees as a result of this learning facilitated offered by the WBKA.
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The course attendees expressed their thanks to the WBKA for running the programme and
to Laurie, and also Kate Lennard (who attended every week to help out) and the team of
presenters for such an informative and entertaining course. Their enthusiasm,
comradeship and love for all things bees and beekeeping were clear.
New friendships have been forged, and a lively WhatsApp Group among attendees is in
full swing. By the time this is printed most of the attendees will have their hives built and
ready.
Now.......has anyone got any spare bees?
Neil Scarlett

Local Groups
Upper Wharfedale Group
Meetings on second Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm

at The Narrow Boat pub in Skipton
Contact Janet Hartley or Matthew Mason at
wbka_upperwharfedalegroup@wharfedalebka.org.uk

Lower Wharfedale Group
Meetings on last Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm

at the Fleece Pub in Otley
Contact Rob Claxton-Ingham at
wbka_lowerwharfedalegroup@wharfedalebka.org.uk
or through the WBKA website

The BBKA Basic Exam
The 'Basic' is a recognised BBKA qualification, which leads to the 'Proficiency in
Apiculture' certificate and a cloth badge to wear on your bee suit! It is for beekeepers who
have kept bees for a minimum of 1 year and is a way of validating your abilities to manage
a colony of bees. It is also useful if you want to prove this to others, as well being a source
of personal satisfaction. Many Local Authorities and some landowners may ask to see your
qualifications or training records if you ever wish to keep bees on one of their allotments
or land.
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The Basic is part of the wider BBKA Education program, which gives you an opportunity
to educate yourself further and improve your beekeeping skills. Once you have done the
Basic you can go on to study for Module exams and husbandry assessments.
Taking the Basic gives candidates the opportunity to have an hour of coaching time at the
assessment, with a fully qualified, experienced beekeeper who holds the General
Husbandry or Master Beekeeper certificate. A good opportunity to pick up additional tips
and knowledge. Finally, passing the Basic confirms not only to you, but most important to
your bees who are in your care, that you are a competent beekeeper.
There is a syllabus for the BBKA Basic assessment and whilst at first glance it may seem
comprehensive, it really lists all the things a beekeeper will or should know with 1 or more
years experience. The assessment for the Basic takes around an hour . It is practical and oral
only and involves opening and working a colony of bees and answering some key questions,
most of which you will likely know already. The pass rate is 97% and the Assessors are keen
for everyone who enters to pass, they treat it as an opportunity to coach as well as ask
questions.
How to apply: All assessments take place between May and August. If you would like to
apply this season, please contact our training and education officer Laurie Prowse about
your application at wbka_beginners@wharfedalebka.org.uk. Laurie reminds us that
candidates must have been keeping bees for at least a year. While there is no deadline as
such for applications we will need to give the assessor sufficient notice and all assessments
must be fully completed by the end of August. If sufficient people are interested in going
in for the Basic, Laurie hopes to arrange a Study Day for the theory part of the Assessment.
Details of the assessment, study notes, a BBKA recommended reading list and an
application form were all emailed to WBKA members by our secretary Janet Hartley earlier
in April. They are also available in the members area of the BBKA website.
Just a personal recommendation - but when I took my Basic a few years back I found it was
a very enjoyable experience, particularly as it gives an oppertunity to see the experience of
the assessor in beekeeping action. It did not feel like being 'examined' at all, much more like
being given friendly experienced advice duing an inspection. Passing it also gives a good
boost to beekeeping confidence!
Rhona, Combings ed
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The Beemobile
The look for the Beemobile was created for one week only by Jordan Clarke, teacher at
Skipton Girls' High School. The purpose was to put a smile on people's faces, and to raise
awareness of bees and beekeeping.
Mr Clarke says “It is my one and only car, which I continued to use for commuting/
shopping/ visiting people and places around North and West Yorkshire. The students (and
staff) at Skipton Girls' High School absolutely loved it. It got people asking lots of beerelated questions".
A photo of The Beemobile was sent via Twitter to BBKA and to SmartCarUK (part of
Mercedes, who make the Smart car). BBKA 'retweeted' it to their 12,000 online followers!
And, SmartCarUK said they love it.
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Congratulations to Becky Abbey, Steve Abbey, John Barker, James Bennett, Scott Brady, Joanne Busfield, Anthony Chou, Paul Copeland,
Jane Cullingworth, Juliet Green, and her son Edward, Netta Hollings, Martin Johnson, David Kippax, Katie Lawson-Chou, Dwayne Norman,
Alan Raw, Neil Scarlett, Emma Shearer, Clive Smith, Polly Hartley, Andrew Waterhouse and Philip Wood.

Welcome to the Association to this years crop of new beekeepers who have all succesfully completed the
Beginners Course run by Laurie Prowse at Nell Bank.

SWARM OFFICERS FOR 2019
Listed by the area they will cover
ADDINGHAM
Bob Hogson, 01943 839857, 07732 661739
Andrew Hinchcliffe, 07749623653, 01943 601347
BARNOLDSWICK
Waleed al Muhandis, 01282812353
BURLEY IN WHARFEDALE

Anne Jones, 01943876599, 07967 894801
Mark Cade, 01943862295, 07814530628
EARBY
Margaret Brown, 01282843932, 07879447438
EMBSAY
Monty Pugh, 01756799093
ILKLEY
Andrew Hinchcliffe, 07749623653, 01943 601347
Bob Hogson, 01943 839857, 07732 661739
Sophie Van Berckel, 01943 609402
MENSTON

Anne Jones, 01943876599, 07967 894801
Mark Cade, 01943 862295, 07814530628

OTLEY
Rob Claxton-Ingham, 07961423216
Jenny Liston, 01943 466401, 07743330264
Linda Mills, 01943 467281, 07940429958
SILSDEN
Ray Clakson, 01535 655715
SKIPTON
Smith Hartley, 01756 797611, 07784127829
Monty Pugh, 01756 799093

The contact details for the swarm officers are also on the WBKA web
site and on the BBKA web site. It is a voluntary job and swarm officers
are under no obligation to remove swarms from risky situations.
9

Bait hives
The 2019 swarm season will soon be upon us, or maybe already is, so it is worth thinking
about ways of enticing swarming bees to come to you as a way of increasing your colony
numbers.
Research has been done on what sort of home a swarm is looking for and what sites are most
attractive to a swarm looking for its permanent home. Based on work conducted in the
1970s and 80s Morse and Seeley have made the following observations which can help with
the design and positioning of a bait hive. The bees are most likely to choose a cavity with
a volume of approximately 40 litres which is sited some 4-5 metres above the ground. The
hive should itself be shaded and its entrace facing south. Importantly the entrance should
be smaller than a standard hive entrance – a circular hole about 3cm in diameter is ideal.
An old, clean box is ideal as new timber smell is not attractive. Inside some old frames, with
a bit of drawn, used, but empty foundation is a good idea. The box does not need to be full
of frames. Swarm lures are available commercially but a good bit of used brood comb will
likley prove more satisfactory as an inducement.
Make sure that you site any bait hive in a location that it is readily available to collect it once
it is full of bees. Sit back and wait to see if any passing swarms come your way. If you are
concerned about the source of any swarm and its potential to be carrying disease it is best
to keep the swarm colony separately from your main apiary for a while, at least until you
can check a brood cycle or two and can be satisfied that the colony is free from serious
disease before you introduce it into your main apiary.
Alternatively, volunteer as a swarm officers or volunteer to house a swarm they collect but
cannot accomodate. The swarm co-ordinators for WBKA are Bob Hogson and Geoff
Halsall.

Bees Survive Fire at Notre Dame
Since the catastrophic fire of April 15th which destroyed the roof and tower of Notre Dame
in Paris much has been reported about how many of the treasures from the building have
been saved and how much of the fabric was still intact. Another surprise was discovered a
few days after the fire; the survival of an apiary of three hives on the sacristy roof. Since
2013 Nicholas Geant has been keeping bees on this roof at Notre Dame and it appears that
all the hives and their colonies survivived. It may be a while before its it safe for Mr Geant
to get up there to do a full inspection but you can follow him and the bees on Instagram,
search for 'Beeopic'.
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National Honey Monitoring Scheme
Some time ago Laurence and I participated in the national assessment of neonicotinoid
residues in honey and after a long wait we were sent a letter from Professor Pywell and Dr.
ben Woodcock of the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology Natural Environment Research
Council who had carried out the survey. We sent in six samples of honey produced in 2016
and 2017, from bees we have in Ilkley and in Upper Wharfedale. All of there were used in
the survey and tnone contained any detectable trace of the three main compounds
(imidacloprid, clothinanidin and thiamethoxam). In this study non detectable means less
than 0.04 parts per billion. Even though there is very little arable farming in our area and
therefore little crop spraying it was great to get a clean bill of health and it is good news for
all of us in Wharfedale.
Nationally the results of the survey were still finding neonicotinoids in 2017 honey samples,
despite the ban on their use. One in five samples of UK honey were found to contain
neonicotinoid pesticide residues following the introduction of the EU-wide ban on the use
of neonicotinoid pesticide seed dressings on flowering crops. The low-level residues of
neonicotinoids found pose no risk to human health. However, previous studies suggest that
while such concentrations are low, they could potentially have negative impacts on
honeybee populations. Neonicotinoids were also found in around half of the honey samples
taken prior to the ban’s introduction. Whilst the percentage of samples that tested positive
after the ban was introduced had declined, the persistence of such pesticide residues
indicates the need for further research.
The Centre for Ecology and Hydrology Natural Environment Research Council are writing
a scientific paper describing the results of the study and what it reveals about the
effectiveness of the ban on neonicotinoids use. This work is now coming to an end but
further work is being carried out through the National Honey Monitoring Scheme
(www.honey-monitoring.ac.uk). Many beekeepers have signed up to this already but they
are still looking for more to do so. The goals of the monitoring scheme are to provide an
early-warning of new environmental threats affecting honeybees between different regions
by analysing honey samples provided to them by amateur and commercial beekeepers. In
the long term they hope to be able to assess how these threats change over time and vary
in different regions and generate robust scientific data to inform future policy decisions.
Rhona Finlayson and Laurence Truman
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Asian Hornet Update
The Asian Hornet, Vespa Velutina, a yellow-legged hornet which eats honey bees, is
probably already here in large numbers along the south coast. What can we as beekeepers
do about it? We should all be monitoring for Asian Hornets, using traps in our apiaries.
Two thirds of the Asian Hornet’s diet is honey bees and one third other insects, including
bumble bees and dragon flies. So as well as threatening honey bee colonies, the hornet is
also a threat to other insects and a competitive threat to other insect eaters, such as birds and
bats.
NBU’s work is excellent: they are finding and destroying hives and we need to help them
by keeping an eye out for the hornet and by using monitoring traps. Firstly, make sure you
know what the hornet looks like. Often newspaper articles picture the wrong insect, some
good sources of information are:The NNSS website at http://www.nonnativespecies.org provides a great deal of
information about the wide ranging work that is being done to tackle invasive species,
including the Asian Hornet, and tools to facilitate those working in this area.
BBKA magazine has some lengthy articles, most recently in the Feb, March and April
editions in 2019.
YouTube has an English language version of a very interesting Italian documentary about
beekeepers coping with the Asian Hornet. Google for “LIFE STOPVESPA SUB ENG”.
The “Barefoot Beekeeper” podcast of a fascinating talk by Bob Hogge from Jersey about
the experiments he has made on how to track hornets back to their nest, and what he had
learned about them.
Ivor Flatman has informed me that there are good killing traps available commercially but
none of these are good for monitoring, so we need to make our own. If you want to make
your own the NBU’s website includes a link to a video of Ivor demonstrating how to make
his version of monitoring trap. A recent article in BBKA’s magazine (Feb 2019) shows a
second, possibly improved, trap.
However, even with the best efforts of NBU and beekeepers, the Asian Hornet is still likely
to spread. Last year’s warm weather with a prevailing south wind could have encouraged
many queens to cross the channel from Northern France. NBU’s tactic of find and destroy
12

will buy time, maybe several years, but at some point there will be too many nests. Jersey
may be an example of what could happen. In 2016 a few hornets were spotted. In 2018
they had found and destroyed 52 hives by October. Unless they are fortunate, it won’t be
long before there are too many hives to deal with and they are over-run. Bob Hogge explains
in his podcast just how hard it can be to find nests. We must expect that Asian Hornets will
arrive in increasing numbers, and that it may not be possible to destroy all hives. At some
point, maybe within 5 years or sooner, Asian Hornets will be settled in Southern England,
and soon after will be in Yorkshire.
So, looking ahead, what can we do to protect our bees when Asian Hornets are all around?
Chinese beekeepers produce more honey than those from any other nation, this in spite of
having 7 species of hornet which eat bees. French beekeepers are still keeping bees and
producing honey, so the Asian Hornet can be tolerated. We must learn from these
beekeepers how to keep our bees safe once Asian Hornets are here.
The Asian Hornet, unlike its European counterpart, can hover in front of a bee hive waiting
for departing or returning bees and catches them mid air. It takes the bee to a tree where it
takes the wings and head off and then the hornet takes the bee to its nest.
This behaviour makes the first line of defence for the beekeeper. While hovering near the
hive, they can be swatted with a badminton racquet or netted with a butterfly net (then
squished). This could be convenient for those with hives nearby. A more remote location
makes this somewhat difficult.
Another idea to reduce predation, is to force bees to take a circuitous route when leaving
or returning to the hive to make it more difficult for the hornet to catch them. Hence the
French idea of a muzzle, which is a device attached to the front of the hive to encourage the
bees to fly off and return at a range of angles. The muzzle also gives a safe space in front
of the hive which guard bees find easier to patrol. Bob Hogge mentions that he allows
brambles to grow in front of his hives for the same reason.
The hornet will only go into the hive if the bees are very weak, not flying, and unable to
attack in numbers. Bees have been seen to kill hornets at the hive entrance or inside the
muzzle, so generally the hornets do not seem to like going in the hive. Reducing the hive
entrance will also help the guards to maintain control.
Other developments include selective traps, which only catch insects of the size of Asian
Hornets. With the right bait, these can be effective. The latest thinking on bait is that apple
juice works well, provided that it is the more expensive cloudy sort.
Finding and destroying hornet nests in springtime is important, before a colony has had a
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chance to build up. One Portuguese beekeeper has had great success with a technique by
which hornets take insecticide back to their nest. He first stuns hornets as they fly in his
apiary with an electric fly swatter (imagine a tennis racket with the strings providing a
shock). As the hornets lie stunned, he quickly dabs a blob of custard, loaded with
insecticide, on their backs. Once they recover, they fly back to the nest, where other hornets
eat the custard and die. Of course the insecticide he uses isn’t licenced for this purpose. But
I like the targeted use of the insecticide. I like Portuguese custard too when it’s in tarts, but
that’s another story.
If you think you have seen an Asian hornet, you should notify the Great British Non Native
Species Secretariat (NNSS) immediately. Sightings can be reported through the free Asian
Hornet Watch App, available for Android and Iphone. Other methods of reporting the
hornet also include using the NNSS online notification form. Finally, you can send any
suspect sightings to the Non Native Species email address alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk.
Where possible, include a photo, the location of the sighting and a description of the insect
seen. It is also important that beekeepers sign up to BeeBase. In the event that the Asian
Hornet (or any other exotic threat to honeybee colonies) arrives here, efforts to contain it
will be seriously jeopardised if we don’t know where vulnerable apiaries are located.
I would be happy to run another workshop to make traps, and could provide the materials.
You would just have to bring a bottle (just like the parties of my youth, except the bottle
needs to be empty, if not at first, certainly by the time you start making the trap, and made
of plastic, not glass).
John Forsyth

CLARO BEES LTD. for all your beekeeping supplies
Opening times:
For 2019, Claro Bees is open on Saturdays from 9.00am until 12.30pm between 9th March and
26th October inclusive, with the exception of 22nd June when Claro Bees will be closed due to
the RHS Garden Harlow Carr Flower Show.
Very keen prices on all items. A comprehensive stocks of hive parts & accessories, foundation,
tools, smokers, clothing, queen rearing equipment, medications, jars & lids, candle making
equipment and books.
Knowledgeable beekeepers are always present to offer impartial advice on suitability of
equipment prior to purchase as well as beekeeping problems.
Ample FREE parking adjacent to shop.
Find us: first left after the RHS Harlow Carr Gardens, Crag Lane, Harrogate, HG3 1QA
You can download the Claro Bee Catalogue at http://www.hrbka.org.uk
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