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WBKA Diary Dates 2021
Due to the Covid-19 measures and following government
advice our normal events continue to be curtailed but the
Association's acitvities are continuing in the virtual world.
The WBKA committee have continued to hold very successful
on-line virtual meetings using Zoom.
The Local Groups are reinstating meetings in person
The Lower Wharfedale Group meeting at the Menstone Club
on the last Tuesday of the month, meetings co-ordinated by
John Forsyth
The Upper Wharfedale Group meetings in the Narrow Boat,
Skipton on the second Tuesday of each month, meetings coordinated by Matt Mason
The Guidance on the Covid situation may change - so keep an
eye on the WBKA website and if meetings return to on-line our
secretary, Janet will send out a timely reminder each month
before the meeting and if you want to join in you just email
Rob to let him know.
WBKA Centerary Mug
This year is the centerary year of WBKA and a commemorative
mug has been produced for all members to celebrate this. The
mugs are available at local group meetings and are being
distributed by Matt Mason and John Forsyth
Honey Show 2022
The date for next years' Honey Show and AGM is
provisional set for Friday 11th November
at Ilkley Rugby Club
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Honey Show 2021
This year the AGM and Honey Show meeting went ahead as a gathering
in person with about 50 members attending and 21 entering a total of 79
exhibits in 15 classes. A very big thank you must go to Ivor who agreed to
carry out the judging again this year and to the three strewards, Gill Legat,
Jo Johnson and Sophie Pringle, who combined to see that the arrangements
ran very smoothly indeed.

2021 Honey Show results
Class 1: Light Honey1st: Andrew Hinchcliffe, 2nd: Peter Longbottom,
3rd: Anne Peart
Class 2: Medium honey 1st: David Powell, 2nd:Andrew Hinchcliffe, 3rd:
Laurie Prowse
Class 3: Dark Honey: 2nd Alan Wilson
Class 4: Naturally set 1st: David Powell, 2nd: Alan Raw, 3rd: Alan
Wilson
Class 5: Heather honey 1st: Andrew Hinchcliffe
Class 6: Heather mix 1st: Andrew Hinchcliffe, 2nd: Sophie Pringle 3rd:
Alan Wilson
Class 7: Frame of honey 1st: David Powell, 2nd: Jenny Liston, 3rd: Alan
Wilson
Class 8: Cut comb 1st: David Powell, 2nd: Jo Prowse, 3rd: Laurie Prowse
Class 9: Jar ready for sale 1st: Richard Law, 2nd: Laurie Prowse, 3rd:
Sophie Pringle
Class 10: Wax block, 1st: Peter Longbottom, 2nd: Richard Law, 3rd:
Laurie Prowse

Class 11: Wax exhibit 1st: Laurie Prowse, 2nd: Richard Law, 3rd: Peter
Longbottom
Class 12: Candles: 1st: Peter Longbottom, 2nd: Richard Law, 3rd: Laurie
Prowse
Class 13: Novice: 1st: Neil Scarlett, 2nd: Kate Turner, 3rd: Alan Raw
Class 14: Photo 1st Sophie Pringle, 2nd: Alan Raw, 3rd: Richard Law
Class 15: Skep 1st: Richard Law

Best in Show:
Heather honey, Andrew Hinchcliffe

Wharfedale Cup:
1 : David Powell 12 points
st

2 : Andrew Hinchcliffe 11 points
nd

3rd: each with 9 points – Peter Longbottom, Richard Law, Laurie Prowse

Speed Trophy:
1st Richard Law, 2nd Sophie Pringle

Novice Prize:
Neil Scarlett

Halsall trophy:
Winners Lower Wharfedale with 198 points
(Upper Wharfedale had 148 points)
Total number of entries: 79

Sophie Pringle's winning entry in the honey show photography class

Honey Show feedback 2021
Due to the Covid pandemic it had been decided to take out the honey cake
and flapjack classes, but maybe next year they can be included again.
Using his refractometer, torch, weighing scales and wooden coffee
stirrers for tasting purposes, our Judge – Ivor Flatman (who has now
retired from his role as Regional Bee Inspector) set about judging the
entries, class by class. Here are his comments and tips which we hope will
be useful for tips for you for when you’re preparing for the next Honey
Show.
Some general tips – always bring spare lids so that the entries are presented
with lids that are clean inside when he removes the tops. Ivor also
mentioned that in many honey shows the numbers should be put about 1-2
cms up from the bottom of the jar – they are less likely to come off in that
position. Never place the number on the lid as there may be confusion
when 2 or 3 lids are taken off at the same time to allow for comparisons.
Classes 1-3: The grading glasses were very useful to help people decide
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whether they had light, medium or dark honey. Most were in the medium
category with 5 in the light section and only 2 considered to be dark. This
year everyone had entered the correct classes with their honey this year and
Ivor did not need to move any into different classes.
Using his torch, Ivor was able to see whether the honey was clear, starting
to granulate, or had any foreign particles. Only one jar was found to include
what looked like a bee’s leg! If there are many air bubbles it may be that
it belongs in the heather mix class. Granulation can be helped by warming
the jar gently for 1 or 2 days before the show.
Removing the lids shows whether any particles have risen to the top as well
as allowing him to smell and taste and see the texture of each entry. There
were a few jars which were downgraded as they were underweight – when
holding up the full jar there should not be any air visible between the top
of the honey and the lid.
A tip for those using hexagonal jars – to try and minimise those air bubbles
that can get trapped in the corners at the top. Ivor says to fill the jar half full
and then tip and rotate it so that all the corners are coated with honey before
going on to fill up with the rest.
Class 4: Naturally set honey. Ivor was looking for consistency – honey
should not be too runny nor too solid.
Class 5: Heather honey. The number of air bubbles – if they are evenly
distributed – indicates the purity. More is good!
Class 6: Heather mix. Some of this year’s entries should really have been
in Class 1 (not enough heather content), and some particles were visible in
others.
Class 7: Frames. In this class Ivor was looking for good depth of comb. He
recommended using the 10 space castellated runners or adding plastic
spacers, even to Hoffman frames. Ease of uncapping is taken into
consideration.
Class 8: Cut comb. The weight should be net and not include the packaging.
He liked the clear packets best as he could easily see how much honey had
come out of the comb – it should not run out, and the comb should be
capped both top and bottom. A couple of entries were under weight.
Class 9: As for sale. Out of the entries in this class, all had good labels
though on closer examination not all had the required information. Ivor
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was concerned about one jar not having a BBD but it did have a “collected
on” date, together with a “use within 2 years” note. It’s a good idea to check
with BBKA on the latest guidance on this. Must have tamperproof seals as
well.
Class 10: Wax blocks. Just 3 entries in this class but all 3 illustrated what
Ivor was looking for. They can be shiny or matt but must have a smooth
finish and a good colour and smell. Generally, the lighter the colour the
better – evidence of excellent filtering. Using the torch highlights the
amount of debris contained in the wax.
Class 11: Wax exhibit. In this class Ivor was looking for items made from
pure beeswax, that had been well moulded, that were clean and a good
colour. Unfortunately one entry could not be considered as it had been
mixed with other ingredients. Suggestion to the committee - perhaps in
another year, there could be a specific class for beeswax products e.g.
balms, polishes?
Class 12: Candles. One of each pair was lit and allowed to burn, to show
how the wick worked. When candles are blown out, it’s important that they
actually go out promptly and do not continue to smoulder. Always check
underneath the candle to look for cavities – they can easily be filled by
filling with melted wax.
Class 13: Novice. One entry was downgraded for short measure and one
for containing crystals which felt gritty on the tongue when tasted. But all
had a good taste.
Class 14: Photo. Ivor likes a picture that tells a story and has a sharp focus.
He said it was very hard to choose a winner from the entries this year.
Class 15: Skep. The tips are to try and get the shape as cylindrical as
possible, and get the weave as tight as you can.
That’s it – hope these tips helps for your exhibits the next years' Honey
Show!
Gill Leggat

9

Alan Raw's picture of his swarm entering the hive won 2nd place in the
Honey Show.
I love the pictures on the next page which he didn't enter to the honey show
of the swarm before he collected it hanging from a mercifully low branch,
making it eminently collectable. In the background are newly planted
trees, rowan, crab apple and hazel. He has planted them with the intention
of producing pollen in future springtimes - for which I am sure his bees with
thank him!
Rhona Combings Ed
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Honeyland
I want to thank Wharfedale Beekeepers Association – who supported the
screening of the film Honeyland to celebrate World Bee Day on 20
May.2021
Watching the film I was deeply moved by the story of a bee keeping woman
living in rural Macedonia, and her struggles to care for her dying mother
and then to contend with new neighbours who saw bee keeping just as a
way of making some money, and not, as she did, as a way of living in
harmony with the natural world.
It was particularly affecting because this was a documentary, and not
filmed using actors neither was it filmed many years ago, but just in 2019.
The film was shown at Otley Courthouse and was a sell out – though to
adhere to Covid safety guidelines and enable socially distanced seating,
only a reduced number of tickets - 48 - could be sold.
This was a good outcome though, and meant that after WBKA paid for the
licence to screen the film, and the room hire charge was taken from ticket
sales, the sum of £100 remained. Otley Film Society, who staffed the event
donated another £50, so we have sent £150 to Bees for Development, who
will use the money in their work to raise the profile of apiculture in
developing countries and support beekeepers and their craft.
Gill Leggat

Tending Your Hives during Covid-19
Beebase have sent out an email linking to their advice document about
COVID-19 and Beekeeping and Yorkshire Beekeepers Association have
also sent it out in an email. They both suggest you print it out and carry a
copy when going to tend your bees. It can be dowloaded from a link on this
page of the BBKA website:https://www.bbka.org.uk/tending-hives-during-covid-19
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Richard Law's photograph, placed 3rd in the Honey Show - A good reminder
that spring is just around the corner

Combings
Combings is the newsletter of the Wharfedale Beekeepers Association and
the views expressed are not necessarily those of the Association or editor.
Combings is produced twice in the year, in April/May and December. The
next edition will be produced in Spring 2022.
Contributions from all members are most welcome so if you have any
articles, photographs, something you want mentioned or if you have
beekeeping equipment you would like to advertise for sale, please send all
contributions to the editor at:- wbka_combings@wharfedalebka.org.uk
There are often few contributions to Combings from general members and
this may mean that there is little need to continue creating the newsletter.
Most information can be suplied by email or through the WBKA website.
I thank all those who have contributed and would be interested to hear
members views.
Many thanks
Rhona, Combings Ed
13

Rob, our previous chairman, enjoying the spectagular views from his land
on the Ross of Mull
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Some links to recent interesting bee related articles in the
news and also available as links from WBKA website
Honeybees use social distancing when mites threaten hives –
study
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/oct/29/
honeybees-use-social-distancing-when-mites-threaten-hivesstudy
Bee population steady in Dutch cities thanks to pollinator
strategy
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/apr/27/beepopulation-steady-dutch-cities-thanks-to-pollinator-strategy
David Heaf: Beekeeping Uses of Chemicals and why we
should stop using them
https://myaimreport.com/2021/07/30/beekeeping-uses-ofchemicals-and-why-we-should-stop-using-them/
Efficacy of propolis as an adjunct treatment for hospitalized
COVID-19

https://www.medrxiv.org/
content/10.1101/2021.01.08.20248932v1
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Claro Bees
Thank you to WBKA members who helped at Claro by volunteering
through the year and to all customers for being so good at observing the
social distancing rules and the wearing of masks.
Claro will be re-open in Spring 2022
date to be anounced
Claro Bees is located adjacent to RHS Garden Harlow Carr on Crag
Lane, Harrogate, HG3 1QA. Drive down Crag Lane past the entrance to
the gardens, then turn left. Claro Bees is on the right towards the
bottom of the hill.
Free car parking is available.
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